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Harford’s Heart has taken a big leap! Our Leap Into
Your Community issue contains articles from nearly 30
not-for-profit organizations throughout the County. These
are organizations that support the community, providing
services, assistance, comfort, relief and education to different
segments of our population. They each address a different
need and their missions vary from helping the homeless to
preserving our heritage; from instilling values in our students
to providing scholarships for those same students to pursue
their goals; from supporting the arts (and building a Center
for the Arts) to rescuing stray animals and wildlife; and from

helping those with disabilities to building economic stability within the County.

At the core of each of the non-profits is a compassionate commitment to serving others in
need. Without exception, the Directors, Board members, volunteers and supporters of these
organizations are dedicated to “giving back” to the community that has supported them
personally and professionally. Faith-based organizations remind us that “there but for the grace
of God . . .” we would each find ourselves some day in need of help. The many people that we
interviewed all expressed a sense that, without the efforts and programs these organizations
provide, the fabric of our community would be more fragile.

Also, without exception, they welcomed the opportunity to tell their story and reach out to
the readers and friends of Harford’s Heart to encourage more participation. Those stories can
further connect the dots between the residents, business owners and non-profit organizations
to Leap into the community. Dolce suggests that taking the leap can be as simple as creating
the habit of adding a few more items to your grocery cart.

Taking a Leap Into Your Community is just another way of Keeping it Local. We know that our
readers are keeping it local: distribution of our 40,000 copies through outlets all across the
County is testament to our popularity as Harford County’s favorite “little” magazine. Requests
for multiple copies for expos and seminars confirm that business owners recognize the impact
of keeping it local. At Harford’s Heart, we appreciate the support we enjoy from readers and
advertisers and from our many Facebook fans and friends.

For this issue, we’ve replaced our Restaurant Guide with a Guide to Opportunities, listing
organizations that rely on support and donations from the community. You’ll want to keep
this issue, to refer to when finding more ways to Leap into the Community. The Restaurant
Guide, along with other regularly featured articles about the businesses and individuals in the
community (Hidden in Plain Sight, Tried and True, Business Profiles, Fishing Harford’s Waters,
Healthy Choices, etc.) will be back again in our next issue, available June 1.
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Musicians Leaping in to
Help Charitable Causes
by darin d’onofrio

The many fund-raising events held by
local non-profit organizations nearly
always feature music by local bands.
Often, the musicians volunteer their time
and talents to perform, as many have
a personal link to the charity of their
choice. They see supporting these
non-profit organizations as another way
to give something back to the community
that supports them and their music.
My personal connection with SARC
began a number of years ago, when a
lifelong friend of mine was in a volatile
relationship. She quite literally feared for
her life. SARC was able to protect and
provide for her in her time of need, when
she really had no place to go and no-one
to turn to. Through her experience, I first
learned about SARC and their mission to
help those that truly need it.
Last fall, I asked for singers and song
writers to volunteer for SARC’s annual
family day. It was on very short notice
and yet the response was amazing. Patrick
Redmond, Julie Houtz, Anita Guidos,
Dan Deckman, J.D. Sage and I kept the
food court entertained all day. These
musicians played their hearts out for
nothing more than the applause (which
was plentiful that Saturday afternoon)
and for the opportunity to support an
organization that truly supports the
community. My own involvement with
SARC includes joining Walking A Mile
in Her Shoes, the men’s annual march
to raise awareness and end rape, sexual
assault and gender violence.
Local musicians also lend their talents for
those random occasions when friends and
family organize a fund-raiser in response

to a personal disaster or
tragedy. Last fall, a large

group of friends gathered to help
Fallston native Tracy Payne. When I
say she lost everything, I mean she lost
EVERYTHING when Hurricane Irene
descended on Jamaica, Vermont, and
swept away here entire house when the
nearby river was diverted by fallen trees.
When we heard of the tragedy, Mike
Diamond, Lori Carver and I organized a
musical fund-raiser at LongShots in
Abingdon. Owner Mike DiCarlo gave
us the use of the sports bar and even
contributed a portion of the proceeds.
The musicians who donated their time,
(many of whom didn’t even know Tracy)
were: The Starving Artists; Mike
Diamond, Chris Petza, Mike Walker,
Mike Cherri, James Darr, Brian Badinger,
Apollo Sun, Brothers Tim and Josh Long
the plug continued on page 34
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l to r: Luisa Caiazzo-Nutter, Exec. Dir. of SARC,
Darin D’Onofrio, Long & Foster Real Estate

and Staff Writer, Harford’s Heart Magazine,
Billy Boniface, County Council President



Thanks to volunteers who work year round to
preserve and maintain our inherited architecture,
historic Jerusalem Mill Village turns 240 years
old in the Leap Year of 2012.
The mill’s life story began in 1772, when Lee’s
Merchant Mill opened for business on the north
bank of the Little Gunpowder Falls. Through
time, the merchant mill became the centerpiece
of a rural village known as Jerusalem, and the
business evolved from grinding the area’s grain
to serving more of the local farming community’s
needs. In 1961, the State of Maryland purchased
property that included the mill, the blacksmith
shop, and the stone building behind the mill for
the Gunpowder Falls State Park. Sadly, the mill
then sat vacant for nearly 25 years, deteriorating
beyond repair. In 1985, a handful of concerned
local residents formed The Friends of Jerusalem
Mill (FOJM) and embarked on the long, hard
journey to save and reassemble one of the
most intact mill villages in Maryland. FOJM’s
incredible success is evident now on both sides
of Jerusalem Road, about halfway between Bel
Air and Old Joppa Roads in Kingsville.
Besides preserving and maintaining the Village’s
historic structures, FOJM volunteers devote
significant energy to keeping alive the heritage
and traditions that form our common bonds and
our deepest roots. Historic reenactments and an
active living history program offer visitors the
chance to witness history of the 18th and 19th
Centuries and pay tribute to Americans’ early
struggles for freedom and prosperity. Visitors
enjoy watching history interpreters doing all
manner of necessary work the age-old way,
but they also love looking at the intriguing

assortment of artifacts that have been unearthed
(literally!) in the Village over the years.
Listening to old-time radio or playing checkers
in the 1930s General Store is just plain fun, and
the Summer Sunday Concerts in the Meadow
wind down the weekend with the best family
entertainment value around.
FOJM doesn’t want Jerusalem Mill Village to be
the best-kept secret in Harford County. Along
with an impressive array of programs and events
designed to engage the community in our shared
history, the all-volunteer organization offers
unlimited opportunities for individuals, families,
businesses, and even other non-profits to help
sustain the Village into the near and distant
future. In 2011, FOJM earned national designation
as a Preserve America Steward, in part for filling
an unmet need in heritage preservation with
volunteer efforts. When many hands are helping,
the work becomes fun.
Of the numerous milling and related operations
that lined the banks of the Little Gunpowder
Falls during Maryland’s formative periods, only
Jerusalem Mill Village’s buildings remain as
evidence of the community’s earliest industries.
But they stand as evidence of something else just
as significant: the collective power of volunteers
to achieve supposedly impossible goals.
Stop by on a Sunday afternoon to witness history
and leap into the rewards of helping FOJM forge
a better future by becoming a member, sponsor,
or worker bee.
www.jerusalemmill.org
E-mail: jerusalemmill@yahoo.com
410.877.3560 (Museum and Visitor Center)
or 410.877.0080 (Education Office)

Witness History Year-Round at Jerusalem Mill Village
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Now living in Astoria, NY, Emily renews her connections with
Harford County on visits to her family, with trips to the Farmers’
Market and local parks, attendance at the Independence Day
parade, and shopping on Main Street. As the daughter of the
publisher, she stays current on community events through
Harford’s Heart Magazine.

What formal training did you have?
As a child, I drew or made things all the
time. I have always loved working with my
hands and learning new skills. At C. Milton
Wright High School, I had three amazing
and supportive art teachers:
Carol Dunaway, Sandy
Nolan and Jane Johnston,
all of them gifted artists
in addition to being
inspiring teachers.
They encouraged
me to pursue my
talent and
passion and
helped me
survive the trials
of high school.
After graduating in
1995, I attended
Moore College of Art
in Philadelphia, where
I carried a course load of
17-18 credits per semester,
worked part-time and would often work with
professors to learn new techniques and skills
outside of class. I had a wonderful, if intense
and sometimes grueling, experience. Moore
provided me with both the technical skills
and the concepts to continue a career after
graduation. Maintaining an art career that
isn’t necessarily based on financial compen-
sation takes discipline and dedication. After
working all day, it can be a real challenge to

take on studio work. For the next ten
years, I consistently produced several
bodies of work, participated in and organized
community-based art actions, shows and
groups, attended the Byrdcliffe Artist

Residency in Woodstock,
NY. I received my graduate
degree from Brooklyn
College, where I again
explored new media
and techniques and
had the opportunity
to work with some
incredible
artists.

How would
you describe your

style of painting?
This is a difficult

question. Art historians
and art critics group artists

in an effort to explain or
identify movements or trends.

Those movements or trends occur organically,
but are then identified by historians and
critics who aren’t necessarily part of them.
I don’t think that any artist can truly predict
how they will be categorized, and most of
us don’t fit into those categories anyway.
The easy answer is that my work tends to
be figurative and narrative. Conceptually,
I’m interested in feminism and gender roles.
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bicht interview continued on page 42
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The writers’ community in Harford
County encompasses a number of
groups of writers of different genres.
Although a number of these groups
periodically publish and offer for sale
collections of their members’ work, all
are not-for-profit. Their main objective
is to foster the sense of community, to
share inspiration and encouragement and
to celebrate their craft.
The Harford Poetry & Literary Society,
founded in 1975 as a branch of the
Maryland State Poetry Society, meets on
Tuesdays at 1pm in Fallston at the home
of its current president, Jan Lewis. This
informal group hosts guest readers, conducts
writing workshops, and holds critiquing
sessions. The public is welcome at HP&LS
meetings. For more information email:
jmsslewis@verizon.net
Over the last several years, the Harford
Poetry Society has published 4 issues of the
Manorborn poetry anthology. This year, the
group is publishing a poetry chapbook on
the theme of color. The editor suggests to
think not only of physical colors like red,
purple, and aquamarine, but also about
emotional and spiritual colors, too.
Submission deadline for poems from local
writers is May 15, 2012. Send up to 5
poems, a brief bio, and a self-addressed
stamped envelope to: Al Morey, Editor,
3744 Old Federal Hill Rd., Jarrettsville,
MD 21084-1630.
The Gunpowder Pen Women, Harford
County’s Branch of the National League of
American Pen Women, meets several times
a year. Gunpowder Pen Women sponsor
workshops, host guest speakers who are
experts in their creative fields, and celebrate
the arts in their daily lives. This group of
professional women writers and artists has
published 3 issues of The Gunpowder Review
literary magazine which feature the prose,
poetry, art and photography of local women.
The public is invited to attend Gunpowder
PW activities which are posted at:
www.gunpowderpenwomen.wordpress.com

The Memoir Writers,
sponsored by the Department on Aging,
meets Tuesdays from 10am to Noon at
McFaul Activity Center, 525 West MacPhail
Rd., Bel Air. This enthusiastic group
welcomes visitors. They encourage attendees
to share life experiences and memories by
writing every week, and then presenting
their work for empathetic response at the
group’s meetings. The Memoir Writers are
less focused on publication, and more interested
in leaving personal memoir for family,
friends, and children. For details contact
either Deb Smith, 410.879.2272 or Al
Morey, 410.692.2466.
The Harford Writers’ Group has been hosting
guest speakers and critiquing sessions for
over 12 years. Writers of prose and poetry
are invited to attend the group’s meetings
on the first Tuesday of the month from
6:30-8pm at the Center for the Arts, 17
Tudor Lane, at historic Tudor Hall. HWG
published an anthology of work in 2006,
and the second Harford Writers’ Group
Anthology is due out later this spring.
For more information, contact current
president, Karin Harrison: 410.838.8998
or karinhk1@aol.com
These four non-profit groups, whose goal
is to celebrate the written word and help
Harford Countians grow as writers, are
always looking for new members. May is the
perfect time to pull out a pen and paper, jot
down a story or poem, and attend a local
writers’ group meeting.
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by vonnie winslow crist



With its clean, sleek lines and raked masts, the
historic skipjack is a beautiful reminder of our
Chesapeake Bay heritage. Only a few of the
original skipjacks are left on the Bay, which
was home to a fleet of the oyster-dredging
sailboats only a few generations ago.

The Chesapeake Heritage Conservancy, Inc.
(CHC), a 501(c)(3) non-profit in Havre de
Grace, Maryland, owns and operates one of the
last working skipjacks, the Martha Lewis. She
was built in 1955 by Bronza Parks in Wingate,
Maryland, along with two sister-vessels, Lady
Katie and Rosie Parks. Parks built the boats in
his back yard about a quarter-mile from the
nearest body of water. Due to her size (49 feet
long and weighing 8 tons), house-moving
equipment was brought in to get Martha Lewis
to the water’s edge.

Today, the Martha Lewis not only continues
to dredge for oysters, but she also provides an
unusual educational experience for area school
children. Every year over 1,000 children get a
hands-on environmental education with unique
Bay experience on the decks of this majestic

vessel. Students of all ages have the opportunity
to take the helm, collect and analyze water and
underwater grasses, and gain knowledge of the
ecosystem of the Upper Bay under the supervision
of skilled captains and volunteer crew.

During the summer months, the Martha Lewis
crew provides various programs and cruises for
children and adults. Children’s programs include
such fun adventures as Martha’s Treasure Hunters,
Bay Adventure and Bay Explorers. Adults can
enjoy cruises with names like Sunset, Wine,
Lighthouse and Margarita. She is also available
for private charters. Many other programs and
cruises are added each year.

Chesapeake Heritage Conservancy needs:
volunteers, passengers on cruises, attendance at
events and donations. For a complete calendar of
events, volunteer information or to reserve your
spot on this historic vessel, please contact the
Chesapeake Heritage Conservancy, 121
N. Union Avenues, Suite C, Havre de Grace,
MD 21078, 410.939.4078, or visit us on the
web at www.skipjackmarthalewis.org

This article is proudly sponsored by:
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by cindi beane, executive director
Chesapeake Heritage Conservancy, Inc.

Skipjack Martha Lewis
A Rare Treasure in Your Backyard



This article is proudly sponsored by:
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Momentum is building, and soon Harford
County’s fabulous new Center for the Arts
will be too! The clock is ticking on the time
restriction in which funding for the Center
has to be raised and everyone’s help is needed.
Just imagine, a regional hub where we can see
all kinds of shows without having to go to
Baltimore, DC or New York! And imagine all
the ways Harford County folks can enjoy the
arts: workshops and exhibits and performances
by and for our friends and neighbors. Music
and dance and theater, crafts, photography,
poetry . . . so many different forms of art to
learn about, to share and enjoy! Just imagine
the possibilities!
Back in 2004, a group of local business owners,
artists, educators and others met to consider
establishing a regional cultural center. Since
then, slow but steady progress has been made
toward that goal, accelerating in the past couple
of years. The most exciting development
occurred recently when a beautiful 41-acre site
in Abingdon was designated as the future home
of the Center. Architects have been lined up,
environmental and traffic issues are being
addressed and a groundbreaking deadline has
been set.
The momentum is fantastic, but contributions
are still badly needed in order for this dream to
come true. One of the biggest fundraisers for
Center for the Arts has been “Dancing for the
Arts.” Brave and foolhardy members of the
community have stuck their necks (and feet)
out to dance for the cause. The 5th annual
Dancing for the Arts will be held on September
15; contestants have already been selected
and the annual event promises to surpass
the previous galas for entertainment and
fundraising.
You may ask, “Why should I care? It’s just for
artsy people, right?” Absolutely not! Sure,

they’ll love it, but a lot of us will too.
Imagine Harford County as a pyramid of people
and organizations. At the top sit county and
local government agencies. How would they
benefit from this Center for the Arts? As far
back as 1973 they knew. That’s when the
Harford County Council created the Harford
County Cultural Arts Board (HCCAB), whose
purpose was to promote our rich cultural
heritage. Now, this project needs the continued
support of our elected officials.
The next few layers of the pyramid are local
businesses. In 2010, 10,671 jobs were generated
by the arts industry, and $385 million in salaries.
Research studies have shown that a robust arts
community attracts people and businesses to the
area; in other words, it’s good for the economy!
The next layers in the pyramid are the various
community, special interest, service and
religious organizations, many of whom will
actively utilize and sustain the new center.
And at the broadest layer of this figurative
pyramid? Why, the heart and soul of Harford
County, its families: parents, children,
grandparents, often several generations. A
cultural arts setting such as the one envisioned
offers an enhanced quality of life to our whole
community. Creative expression knows no
bounds, it’s good for the heart, mind, and soul.
Just look at the popular events we already enjoy:
arts and craft fairs, musical performances that
enrich the lives of all ages, in all walks of life.
Let’s pitch in to help this wonderful Center for
the Arts come to be! For years to come, we all
will get to enjoy its benefits. Just imagine it,
a shining star in the midst of our pyramid!
To find out how you can help, go to
www.centerfortheartsharford.com,
or call 410.838.2177.

Just Imagine!
The Center for the Arts by julie noble

Harford County’s favorite ballroom dance facility. Dance lessons for the
student who just wants to learn, from social dancing to competition level.
3036-J Churchville Road • Churchville • 410.734.6970 • www.dancewithfriends.com

Spring Show &
Meet the Studio Night

May 12th: $15
$10 with Military ID

RSVP to Judy
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WHAT WOULD

OUR LIVES BE LIKE

WITHOUT THE

ARTS?
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The arts inspire and challenge us. They can excite us, or sooth. They
express emotions and passions, and awake those in others. Paintings,
sculptures, dance and music – all enrich our lives in so many ways.
A painting can evoke a feeling we had forgotten; an elegantly shaped
vase or piece of pottery can add a much-needed touch of beauty to
our home or office. A sophisticated yet simple piece of jewelry can
lighten our mood, and that of others. For centuries, artists and
musicians have depended on patrons for support and backing in
order to allow them to pursue their careers and enhance our lives.
Today the same is true. Arts by the Bay Gallery is a non-profit
co-op gallery showcasing the works of our Harford County artists
and artisans. The gallery is an arm of the A&E Committee of
Havre de Grace Main Street.
Our gallery could not have opened without the help and support of
our very first patrons. Many local builders, painters and electricians
donated all the materials and time necessary for us to open our doors
in October of 2008. Since then, we have been fortunate to have generous
patrons who have allowed us to remain open. We host a reception
every 3 months, when the Gallery’s show changes and new works are
installed. We have also hosted Colleen Webster, who produced shows
about Georgia O’Keefe and Frieda Kahlo. We have hosted two annual
Martinis with Monet fundraisers in order to support our artists.
We are thankful for our patrons. Without their help, our lives would
be very empty. The artists and artisans of the gallery would not have
a place to showcase their work.
I know that my own life would be very dull and lifeless without art in
all forms. When I look at Alice Boyd’s oil painting of Venice, it brings
back fond memories of rushing to catch our gondola before those rain
showers came pouring down. As I get dressed for an evening reception, I
take pride in wearing my ‘I’ll Give You the Moon’ necklace, designed
by Lori-Simmons Cameron and given to me by my husband. In our
living room, Sir Francis Bacon; our “Good Luck” pig sculpture
(designed by Judy Lenehan) has
a special place of honor. All
of these treasurers were created
by artists from Arts by the
Bay Gallery.
Our artists need patrons to help
them to continue to offer these
works of art at the gallery. Please
visit Arts by the Bay Gallery
at 500B Warren Street and
meet our artists and peruse the
oils, watercolors, photographs,
pottery, sculpture, fiber arts and
jewelery and discover how you
can become a patron.
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by pat fair, executive director, arts by the bay gallery

BE A PATRON OF THE ARTS

• Visit Arts by the Bay Gallery
• Attend our receptions and
fundraising events

• Purchase works of beauty to
enrich your life

Arts by the Bay Gallery
500-B, Warren Street,
Havre de Grace MD, 21078
410.409.1336 or
410.939.4441
www.artsbythebaygallery.com
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May 12th & 13th Medieval Days Encampment
12:00 noon – 5 pm
ADMISSION: $5.00

May 13th Medieval Mother’s Day Tea
with the Baroness
11:00 am
Reservations Required

June 10th Celtic Festival
12:00 noon – 5 pm
ADMISSION: $5.00

June 23rd Summertime Blues Festival
2pm – 8 pm
$20.00 advance/ $25 at the gate
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CHOOSE MORE
Giving a whole new meaning to  
eenie meenie miney mo’s.

A
D

E
V

E
L
O

P
M

E
N

T
O

F
C

B
L

&
A

S
S

O
C

IA
T

E
S

P
R

O
P

E
R

T
IE

S
,
IN

C
.

RT. 1 AND RT. 24, BEL AIR, MD  |  410.879.9319

HARFORDMALL.COM 

  

   
    

   
     

  
      

  
     

  
     

  
    

  
      

  

   
      

   
      

  
      

  

       
   

  

   
    

   
     

  
      

  
     

  
     

  
    

  
      

  

   
      

   
      

  
      

  

       
   

  

   
    

   
     

  
      

  
     

  
     

  
    

  
      

  

   
      

   
      

  
      

  

       
   

  

   
    

   
     

  
      

  
     

  
     

  
    

  
      

  

   
      

   
      

  
      

  

       
   

  

   
    

   
     

  
      

  
     

  
     

  
    

  
      

  

   
      

   
      

  
      

  

       
   

  

   
    

   
     

  
      

  
     

  
     

  
    

  
      

  

   
      

   
      

  
      

  

       
   

  

   
    

   
     

  
      

  
     

  
     

  
    

  
      

  

   
      

   
      

  
      

  

       
   

  

   
    

   
     

  
      

  
     

  
     

  
    

  
      

  

   
      

   
      

  
      

  

       
   

  

   
    

   
     

  
      

  
     

  
     

  
    

  
      

  

   
      

   
      

  
      

  

       
   

  

   
    

   
     

  
      

  
     

  
     

  
    

  
      

  

   
      

   
      

  
      

  

       
   

  

   
    

   
     

  
      

  
     

  
     

  
    

  
      

  

   
      

   
      

  
      

  

       
   

  

   
    

   
     

  
      

  
     

  
     

  
    

  
      

  

   
      

   
      

  
      

  

       
   

SECHOO
h lGi i

  

   
    

   
     

  
      

  
     

  
     

  
    

  
      

  

   
      

   
      

  
      

  

       
   

E MORE
ti

  

   
    

   
     

  
      

  
     

  
     

  
    

  
      

  

   
      

   
      

  
      

  

       
   

  

   
    

   
     

  
      

  
     

  
     

  
    

  
      

  

   
      

   
      

  
      

  

       
   

  

   
    

   
     

  
      

  
     

  
     

  
    

  
      

  

   
      

   
      

  
      

  

       
   

newholeaGiving
minmeenieeenie

4, B     . 2T. 1 AND RTR

OCORDMALL.HARF

  

   
    

   
     

  
      

  
     

  
     

  
    

  
      

  

   
      

   
      

  
      

  

       
   

otmeaningwe
s.mo’yne

3.997.810EL AIR, MD  |  4

OM 

  

   
    

   
     

  
      

  
     

  
     

  
    

  
      

  

   
      

   
      

  
      

  

       
   

319

  

   
    

   
     

  
      

  
     

  
     

  
    

  
      

  

   
      

   
      

  
      

  

       
   



by scott t. walker,
executive
director, bel air
downtown
alliance

Community. It’s a
pretty simple word
that’s easy to define: a
community is a unified body of
individuals linked by a common characteristic.
We live in communities. We work in communities.
We play in communities.We worship in communities.
We interact with communities on
a daily basis, but most of us don’t
think in those terms. We have
a tendency to put the different
communities that we’re a part of
into separate boxes. However, the
reality is that all of our communities
are a part of our daily lives and
all of our communities interact
with one another. We need to
focus our energy on interacting
with all our communities now
more than ever.

Since 2001, the Bel Air
Downtown Alliance has been
very focused on one community
in particular. The name says it all.
Our mission is to create a vibrant
business community and visitor-
friendly destination in Downtown
Bel Air. It is simple and elegant,
while also being complex. Our
immediate concern and focus is
Downtown Bel Air, but that
community doesn’t exist in a
vacuum. In fact, quite the opposite:
Downtown Bel Air flourishes as
the communities around us flourish
and vice versa. We are just as
interested in seeing Havre de
Grace, Aberdeen and Edgewood
succeed as we are in seeing our
own success. The vibrancy of our
business community is absolutely
linked to the vibrancy of the surrounding business
communities. Our existence as a visitor-friendly
destination is also connected to the other
communities. Our success is dependent upon the
collective success of the entire Harford County
community. Our focus starts with our neighbors
in and around Downtown Bel Air, and expands

outward like ripples
in a pond.

In 2010, we
started using “Be
A Part Of It” as a
marketing slogan.

It is incredibly open
ended and lends itself

to a variety of answers. Be a
part of what? Be A Part Of . . . the

Alliance as a member . . . our Events as a
participant or volunteer . . . our Town as a visitor

. . . our Businesses as a shopper or
owner. Be A Part Of Your
COMMUNITY. If being a part
of it is the key to success, we need
to walk the walk as much as talk
the talk.

In fact, that’s what this entire issue
of Harford’s Heart is all about. Leap
into your community. Be A Part
Of It! For the past few years, the
Bel Air Downtown Alliance has
supported a variety of our community
partners in their efforts to support
the community. We are proud
supporters of SARC, Habitat for
Humanity-Susquehanna, Harford
Family House, The Arc-Northern
Chesapeake Region,
Chesapeake Cancer Alliance,
and many more. Making the leap
into your community is as easy as
deciding to do it. This year, we are
rolling out “BE Local”. Again, the
slogan is simple. Being local
means thinking local first. Going
shopping? Great! Think first of
where can you go locally to get
what you need. Grabbing a bite
to eat? Donating time, talent, or
money? Looking for something
to do? It all starts in your local
community. Make the leap today,
BE local, and be a part of it!

Looking for more information
about the Bel Air Downtown Alliance and how
you can make the leap today? Visit us online at
www.BelAirAlliance.com or follow us on
Facebook (Downtown Bel Air) and Twitter
(BelAirMainSt).

Leap Into Your Community – The Bel Air Downtown Alliance
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Beauty thatSurvives!
Angel DeLucca is a survivor. She has Lupus,
has beat cancer two times, and is a mother of
two. She has endured more than her share of
obstacles and is kind, compassionate and full of
life. She wanted a more professional ‘look’ for
her new role as president of the Autism Society
of Harford County (ASHC).

When Angel came in for her ‘before’ meeting,
our team interviewed her about her
lifestyle, past hair styles, what she normally
wears, and her daily make-up routines – all
important facts to understand before beginning
a makeover. The first thing that struck
me about Angel was her warm, gregarious
personality and her gorgeous green eyes.
Her red t-shirt and light-wash jean capris
didn’t even come close to doing justice to
her curvy body.
Her DIY off-toned
reddish hair had an
unflattering cut.
Our mission: match
her skin tone with
appropriate make-up,
correct her hair color
in softer, cooler
tones, and find
figure-flattering,
contemporary
clothes.

First, Wendy Wright
of THE WRIGHT FIT
www.thewrightfit.net,
visited Angel’s closet, telling her what
to keep and what to ditch, a service she
provides women (and men) to update their
styles, and find what truly is flattering on each
individual body type. Then Wendy and Angel
hit the stores! From wrap dresses to jeans and
tops, Angel finally came out of the dressing
room in a pair of darker jeans and a knit purple
draped-neckline, sleeveless top. The first thing
she said was “oh wow, I look thinner!” The
outfit was doing what it was supposed to do:
flatter her body! Angel has a beautiful curvy
figure with “oval” tendencies. Meaning, if she

puts on weight, it’s
in the stomach
area. The purple
top made her
gorgeous eyes pop,

and the slight flare
of the jeans helped to create a more hourglass
silhouette. Wendy added a bold printed bohemian
style blouse over the purple top and . . .
H-E-L-L-O!! The print top skimmed her body
and made her look 20 lbs lighter than her

“before” outfit. According to Wendy, no woman
should wear anything too tight nor too baggy;
either will make you look heavier. If you are
an oval body type, skim the middle and wear
medium to darker color tops. For pants, choose
a nice straight leg or straight leg/slight boot cut
trouser or jean. NO TAPERED LEGS! This will
only draw attention to your middle.

Julie Truong-Roman, hair stylist at Subtle
Rebellion Salon + Gallery, lightened up Angel’s
hair color, and cooled down the base shade by

18 www.harfordsheart.com

by lisa jones-butz
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After!After!

Before
photography by amy vanicky photography

style file continued on page 20
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Local business owners are a significant source of
support for the many not-for-profit organizations
throughout Harford County, regularly “giving
back” to support the community that supports
their businesses.
Retailers donate items for silent and live
auctions at fundraising events and sponsor
these same events with cash donations, advertising
in event programs, posting promotional fliers
in their shops and purchasing tickets to attend.
They buy raffle tickets and donate raffle items,
sponsor sports teams, purchase items for school
and church fundraisers and host special sales,
donating a portion of the proceeds to one or
more charities. In addition, restaurant owners
frequently donate food for community events
and host fundraising evenings for school and
community groups.
Business owners serve on the Boards of many
local non-profits, contributing their time
and experience, and encouraging others to
contribute, both by their example and through
more direct solicitation. They participate in golf
outings, bull and oyster roasts, basket bingos and
other community events. They encourage their
employees, as well, to volunteer and participate,

often offering “matching” challenges for
employee donations to local charities.
Contributions also take the form of “in-kind”
donations, for services as well as products.
Community groups and business associations
annually commend businesses and individuals
for their role in supporting the non-profit
organizations. These business owners and
community leaders recognize that good business
practice includes a policy of community service.
They welcome the opportunity to “give back”
and to strengthen the community where
they live and work, through a wide range of
donations.
The cliché that “a rising tide lifts all
boats” applies as much to the vitality of the
not-for-profit organizations in the community
as to any other aspect of the local economy.
Everyone in the community benefits when all
elements of the community thrive. The mutual
benefit comes from everyone supporting each
other: shoppers making a practice to patronize
those businesses who support local charities, so
that the businesses can continue to support the
charities, so that the charities can continue to
support the local community.

tightly placing foils of weaves and slices of
blondes throughout her hair. She finished
Angel’s color change by glazing her entire head
with a very sheer pastel “cafe au latte” tone.
The super shiny wheat-like blonde tones that
now run through Angel’s hair are reminiscent
of her younger years, giving her a smart and
youthful glow. A sleeker cut, taking out some
of the bulk on the sides, slimmed her face and
balanced out her exotic bone structure. Julie
used a J Beverly Hills product, “Glaze Me”, to
give Angel’s hair a soft hold and lift, opening
up her forehead, and creating balance for her
face shape.

Angel told us, “I can’t wear purple”, but Wendy
selected a purple top for her, and make-up artist
Stacy Daigle also went right to that color for
Angel’s eyes! Purple is a very popular color this
spring and (because purple and green are opposite
colors on the color wheel) the soft plum shadow
applied to her eyelids gave her bright green eyes
a dramatic glow. Brown/black mascara was
applied and a soft kohl liner used around the
eyes. Daigle’s advice: “not too dark, but in the
corners with a slight 45 degree angle up to open
your eyes, not make them appear deeper set.”

Angel
DeLucca,
along with
Jessica Eckley,
Vice President
of ASHC,
and Nicki
Jergensen of
Exploration
Art, will host
an exhibit
at Subtle
Rebellion
Gallery
on May 4,
6-9pm,
featuring
works of children with autism.
Lisa Jones-Butz has been in the Beauty/Fashion
Industry for over 25 years. Hair-stylist and owner
of Subtle Rebellion (a boutique-fashion-inspired hair
salon and art gallery representing up and coming/
under-exposed artists), and a busy mother of 3,
Lisa holds a degree in Communications from the
University of Baltimore.

Photos by Amy Vanicky who specializes in lifestyle
photos, family portraits and wedding photography
www.AmyVanicky.com

style file continued from page 18

LEAP INTO YOUR BUSINESS COMMUNITY
photography
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photography
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The Style File Sidebar:
Naked Ladies Partiesby lisa jones-butz

When my husband’s work transferred us to
California, I was excited to become a west coast
gal! But I was also nervous, as I had no friends
out there. Fortunately, I was able to transfer my
membership in the Fallston MOMS Club to a

local
group
outside

the San Francisco Bay area
for instant playdates, group
activities and moms’ nights
out! Visiting Napa wineries,
having playdates in
Berkeley – I was in Mom Heaven, surrounded
by my new hip west coast support group.

And then they invited me to a NAKED
LADIES PARTY.

I’m no prude, but I have to admit I was a bit
skeptical. A Naked Ladies Party? Uh . . . sounds
. . . um . . . different. Not sure what to expect,
I did some research and was surprised (and
delighted) to find that a Naked Ladies Party
(NLP) is more than a play on words. It’s a party
filled with fun, stories, and most important,
style. It’s a chance to be with friends while
doing a small part to save the planet, one piece
of clothing at a time.

It’s really a clothing swap. Each invitee is asked
to bring clothes, shoes and accessories that they
no longer wear, to share and swap with others.
The purpose is to acquire new pieces for your
wardrobe without spending any money or
affecting the environment.

Back on the east coast, again, I’ve attended a
number of NLPs. The more people who attend,
and the more items each one brings, the better.
The NLP I attended in California was a
fundraiser: each item cost $1, and the money
paid for the MOMs club end of year banquet.
Other NLPs that I’ve attended raised money
for charities, as part of the MOMs club mission.

East Coast vs. West Coast
At an east coast NLP, each person brings their
clothing and/or accessories. Items are sorted into
piles or dumped into one big pile and the hostess
or emcee runs this part of the party, describing
each item (with commentary) as it is held up
and offered for selection. Guests are invited
to ‘bid’ on the item and since no money is

exchanged, the winning
bidder is the person
who shows the most
interest. In the case of
a ‘tie’, the other guests
are asked to decide who
the item looks the best

on. Other
ideas for
deciding
a tie
include
drawing a name or picking a number out
of a hat.

At a west coast NLP, everything is dumped into
one pile and when the emcee says, ‘go’, it is
every gal for herself! For particularly interesting
looking items, the person who brought the item
is asked if there is a story behind the item. This
is a great way to get the party started and the
party becomes an evening of sharing stories as
well as clothing.

Whether you’re an east coast girl or a west coast
gal, the purpose of a NLP is the same: to share
fashion and ideas amongst friends without
spending a buck! It’s the latest, and most
fashionable, way to reuse and recycle.

Lisa Jones-Butz has been in the Beauty/Fashion
Industry for over 25 years. Hair-stylist and owner
of Subtle Rebellion (a boutique-fashion-inspired hair
salon and art gallery representing up and coming/
under-exposed artists), and a busy mother of 3,
Lisa holds a degree in Communications from the
University of Baltimore.
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Primitive Country
Furniture & Mirrors
Metal Stars • Baskets
Runners • Placemats

Tablecloths • Rice Lights
Candle Rings • Battery

Operated Candles
Handmade
Wreaths &
Arrangements
Everyday decor

and more!

3822 Conowingo Rd • Darlington
410-457-5600

M-F 9-5 Sat. 10-5 Sun Closed
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Like many “newcomers”, Ann and Fred Lane
fell in love with Harford County when they
relocated here from New York City. As they
explored their new community and made
new friends, they were dismayed to learn that
many dogs in Harford County were abandoned
because their owners could not afford
veterinary care.
Along with Phyllis Neubert, a veterinary
technician, the Lanes founded Paws For Life,
Harford County, in 1998, to provide financial

assistance for pet emergency care, working with local veterinary clinics, the Humane Society of
Harford County, Department of Social Services and animal rescue groups in the area. Enlisting
the support of family and friends, and aided by grants from the Snyder Animal Foundation in
Baltimore, Paws for Life was able to help with medical costs for approximately 100 animals
each year. In recent years, the organization has broadened its mission of providing emergency
veterinary care to include alleviating the tragedy of stray, abandoned and homeless pets, by
helping to fund spay/neuter programs with Animal Rescue, Inc. and Project Cat Snip.
Project Cat Snip is dedicated to reducing the feral and stray cat population, estimated to be
over 35,000. It offers monthly low-cost spay/neuter clinics, working with local veterinarians and
volunteers who do TNR (trap-neuter-return). The clinic cost is $25 for male cats and $35 for
female cats, which includes the surgery, vaccinations, medication and flea control. Project Cat
Snip relies on the generosity of local veterinarians who volunteer their time and donations from
the community. In 2011, Paws for Life launched Project Dog Snip, to provide spay/neuter for
low-income pet owners,
In conjunction with their expanded mission, Paws for Life recently unveiled their new logo,
designed and donated by Sandy Kapinos, of Sonipak Design. The logo heralds the modification
of the organization’s name, to distinguish it from other similarly named groups. Local attorney
David Carey was responsible for the details of the incorporation.
Paws for Life of Harford County hosts Happy Hounds Happy
Hour each October, to raise funds and increase awareness of
the need for responsible pet ownership. The event, held at
Rockfield Manor (October 5, this year), includes live music,
a catered cocktail hour, and a silent
auction. To help sponsor the event
and donate items or services for
the auction, contact Donna at
443.386.7644. For tickets,
contact Fred at 410.638.0348.
Additional fund raising initiatives
include hand knit doggie sweaters,
exclusively designed for Paws for Life
of Harford County and Memorial Donations in honor of a
beloved pet. The owner of the pet will receive a tribute letter
commemorating the donation.

PAWS 4 LIFE
OF HARFORD COUNTY

This article is proudly sponsored by:
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Dr. Dina Friedman & Dr. Ann Lane
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Paws for Life of
Harford County, Inc.
Board of Directors:

Dr. Ann Lane
Julia Cavanaugh

Donna Marie Dickey
Fred Lane

Phyllis Neubert
------------------------------------
Paws for Life of

Harford County, Inc.
P.O. Box 392

Bel Air, MD 21014



Myth: Many animals are put down because
there isn’t enough space.

The decision to euthanize an animal is always
difficult. The Humane Society looks for ways
to care for every animal that is brought in.
Sometimes it’s necessary to euthanize an animal
that is in poor health (or has been abused),
but the Humane Society works with local
veterinarians to care for health needs. In a very
few instances, some animals are too aggressive to
be successfully adopted. It would be irresponsible
to release such an animal and the Humane
Society works with foster care givers to try to
resocialize the animal. In 2011, only 3 dogs were
euthanized because of lack of space. The
Humane Society explores every option to find
foster homes, shelter homes and adoptions for
every animal that’s brought in.

Myth: Most of the dogs available for adoption
are pit bulls or pit bull mix.

Rescue Coordinator Victoria Rose works with
breed-specific and other rescue organizations,
throughout Harford County and as far away as
Ohio or South Carolina to find homes for as
many animals as possible. Technically, “Pit
bull” is not a breed, but a generic term used
to describe several breeds of dogs, including
American Pit Bull Terriers, American
Staffordshire Terriers, Staffordshire Bull
Terriers and mixes of those breeds.

Myth: The facility is old and dirty.

It’s true that the facility is in need of
repair/replacement. The Humane Society is
working with the County Council, as well as
architects and planners, to launch a capital
campaign to raise the $5 million+ needed to
improve the facility, provide more space for
homeless animals, and expand the lifesaving
programs and education outreach.

Myth: The Humane Society doesn’t need my
help; they get funding from the County
government.

Although the Humane Society is contractually
obligated to accept any animals brought by
Animal Control, and any stray or abandoned
animals, the compensation from Harford County
Government is only a small percentage of the

Humane Society’s
annual budget.
Maintenance and
operation of the
buildings (including
nearly $5,000 per month
in utility bills), salaries
for 21 full time staff members, food and
medicines for the animals, educational outreach
to the community – there’s a real need for
support from the community.

Myth: If the need is that great, there’s not much
any one individual can do.

Every little bit helps! Besides food and treats for
the animals, there’s an ongoing need for basic
cleaning and office supplies. The website has a
wishlist of items, as well as other suggestions for
monetary gifts and planned giving. In addition,
volunteers are always needed to care for the
animals and help with projects at the facility.
Volunteers are asked to commit to at least 2
hours per month. Other ways to support the
Humane Society include attending fundraising
events (such as the Bow Wow Boogie, on May 4,
or the ‘No Fleas’ yard sale on the weekend if
June 1)
To find out more about the Humane Society of
Harford County, and to clear up other myths,
visit the website: www.harfordshelter.org. Even
better, visit the shelter at 2208 Connolly Road,
Fallston, MD, 21047
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The Humane Society of Harford County has served the community for 65 years, providing shelter,
care and adoptions for stray or abandoned animals, along with community education. Over the
years, as with any long-serving organization, a number of misunderstandings have developed about
its operation. We spoke with Mary Leavens, Director, and Blaine Lang, Shelter Manager, to clear
up some of the myths.

Myths & Misunderstandings
About the Humane Society

www.harfordsheart.com 27



Stray and abandoned animals in our community are
lovingly cared for, restored to health, and provided
sanctuary at Animal Rescue, Inc. The sanctuary was
started in 1976, when Grace Froelich purchased a
33-acre farm as a home for herself and her beloved
cat, after being threatened with eviction from her
apartment. Believing that our pets deserve the same
consideration as other members of our families,
Grace Froelich opened the doors at her New Freedom,
PA farm to all manner of strays. Over the last 36
years, thousands of dogs, cats and the occasional
farm animal have been lovingly cared for and attended
to for all of their needs, food, shelter, medical care.
ARI even provides volunteers who come in just to walk
the animals or give much needed hugs and attention.
All animals who come to ARI are either adopted or
allowed to live out their years in a safe environment.
Currently, ARI cares for 800 animals, some in foster
homes, some at Pet Smart stores in Towson, White
Marsh and Bel Air, awaiting adoption, some at The
Cattery in the Putty Hill area of Baltimore County
and many at the farm. No animal is ever euthanized
because of medical expenses or the inconvenience of
care. A staggering amount of money is spent on the
medical cost of specialists for many illnesses that these
animals are faced with during their lives. No animal
is ever denied medical attention at ARI and given
every opportunity to live out a long and healthy life
in residence there or in adoptive families’ homes.
Animal Rescue, Inc. is truly a blessing to the
animals and communities that is serves.
Over the years, ARI has rescued hundreds of dogs
from puppy mills where they would be put down
when no longer valuable to produce offspring and
revenue for these businesses. These dogs are given
medical treatment and the freedom to live their lives
with respect after having lived their lives in small
cages for the sole purpose of breeding. Some are
placed in foster homes, and some are adopted into
‘forever homes’ and for many ARI is their sanctuary
and lifelong residence.
ARI runs a low-cost spay/neuter program, available by
appointment to families who might not otherwise be
able to afford this service. To address the problem of
feral (wild, undomesticated) cats, ARI partners with

the group Project Cat Snip, in Harford County, and
local veterinarians who volunteer their time, to
assist with the monthly TNR program (trap-neuter-
return) for feral cats. The low cost spay and neuter
program at ARI is conducted weekly at the location
in Maryland Line and has spayed/neutered over
3,000 feral cats per year. With the help of Dr. Mike
Cranfield of the Baltimore Zoo, Dr. Brent Whitaker
of the National Aquarium and Dr. Kristen Vance of
Homeward Bound Mobile Clinic, all of whom have
been helping Animal Rescue for more than 15 years,
thousands of cats and dogs have been spayed and
neutered who may otherwise not have had this
opportunity. Not only does the spaying and neutering
of animals cut down on the overwhelming overpopulation
of stray animals, it is also very beneficial to the
health of the animal; by preventing diseases and certain
cancers it can help maintain your pet’s health.
Grace Froelich and her husband Phil Staelens have
devoted their entire lives to finding solutions that
provide loving homes and a humane sanctuary for
animals that may otherwise be faced with circumstances.
This is done
with the help
of hundreds
of volunteers,
as ARI efforts
of rescuing
dogs from
puppy mills,
performing
a low cost
spay/neuter
program,
providing
care for
unadoptable
animals and
finding loving
homes for
strays have
enriched the
community a
thousandfold.

ANIMAL RESCUE, INC. - A SANCTUARY FOR STRAYS

This article is proudly sponsored by:
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HOW CAN YOU SUPPORT THEIR
WORK AND GET INVOLVED?
• Don’t buy a pet from a puppy mill.

Adopt an animal from ARI, the
Humane Society or any of the
other animal rescue organizations
in the county.

• Spay/neuter your pets.
• Volunteer your time at ARI.
• Donations are always welcome
and there are many opportunities
to help.

• Visit ARI’s website for the various
ways that you can help. It lists
various options, including a
wishlist of much needed items.

Animal Rescue, Inc.
2 Heritage Farm Drive
New Freedom, PA 17349
717.993.3232
www.animalrescueinc.org

David’s Natural Market
1523 Rock Spring Road
Forest Hill, MD 21050

410.836.0808
www.davidsnaturalmarket.com

Baron’s K9
Country Store
525 Pritt Lane

Bel Air, MD 21014
410.838.6369

www.baronsk9store.com

Homeward Bound Mobile
Veterinary Clinic
Bel Air, MD 21015
443.617.9836

homewardboundmo-
bilevet@mindspring.com

Friends of
Animal Rescue, Inc.
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$3 OFF
any wash & dry

Services
Self Service Dog Wash
Full Service Grooming
Training Classes
for All Levels

121-A Industry Lane, Forest Hill
M-F 9am-8pm; Sat 9am-6pm; Sun 10am-4pm

410.420.2311 • www.4pawsspaonline.com 410.420.2311 • www.4pawsspaonline.com

Visit our website for a
complete list of classes

and events
www.4pawsspaonline.com
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Dogs are not our whole life,
but they make our lives whole.

~ Roger Caras ~



Throughout the year, the congregation of Christ
Our King Presbyterian Church in Bel Air
extends outreach to a number of organizations in
Harford County, partnering with Anna’s House,
Habitat for Humanity Susquehanna, Harford
Community Action Agency, Harford Family
House, Faith Communities and Civic
Agencies United (FCCAU) and others. For
the last two years, that mission of care has
taken a leap into the wider community,
beyond Harford County, partnering with
Knox Presbyterian Church to distribute
Giving Boxes, containing Thanksgiving
Dinner and additional food for families in
Baltimore City.

Initially, 500 boxes were distributed
to recipients whose
names were provided
by Social Services in
Baltimore City. Last
year, that number
increased to 777. For
2012 the program
plans to provide a
further 750 boxes
through Knox
Presbyterian, with
an additional 250
in Harford County
through Mason Dixon Community Services.
Each Giving Box contains a turkey (of course!)
and all the “fixings”: instant mashed potatoes,
stuffing, gravy, green beans, corn, cranberry sauce,
pumpkin pie mix and pie crust, sweet potatoes, and
corn muffin mix. In addition, the Giving Boxes
contain pantry staples such as peanut butter and
jelly, mac and cheese, tuna fish, pasta and pasta
sauce, oatmeal, powdered milk, canned fruit and
instant coffee. Volunteers who participate also
include personal greeting cards, with good wishes
for the season and encouragement for the recipients.

Plans for this year’s Giving Boxes began in early
December, coordinating with Social Services,
with the Maryland Food Bank (to purchase the
turkeys and other items), and with organizations
and businesses throughout Harford County for
contributions.

Monetary contributions are needed to help support
Christ Our King’s Giving Boxes program (the
cost of each Giving Box is approximately $40).
Other ways that the community can help include
donations of food items for the boxes. In order to
have the items as similar as possible, the menu for
this year’s Giving Boxes will be posted on the

church’s website at
www.christourking.net.
Gift cards from local grocery
stores are welcome, as
well. As are personalized
cards for the recipients.

On the Saturday before Thanksgiving (November
17), volunteers will meet at Christ Our King to
fill the Giving Boxes. According to Sharon
Smith, coordinator for the program, last year’s
team of volunteers packed a total of 800 boxes
in about an hour and a half. “We set up a huge
assembly line and each volunteer walks down the
line, putting items in the Giving Boxes. You can
come and stay for the whole time, or just work
for as little time as you want.”

The Giving Boxes program reaches out to more
than the recipients; participating with Christ Our
King can be a way to reach the whole community,
making connections with others who are making
connections with those in need.

What you can do:
Send a check to Christ Our King, for any
amount, marked “Giving Boxes” to: 10
Lexington Rd, Bel Air, MD 21014
Donate food items, as listed on the menu on
the website: www.christourking.net
Volunteer to fill the boxes on November 17
Contact Donna, at the Church office, at
410.838.4698
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WHERE GOOD TASTE &
GREAT TIMES COME TOGETHER!

across from Bel Air Volunteer Fire Co.

116 S. Hickory Ave.
410-838-3220

1/2 OFF WINE
Buy 1 Bottle 750 ml
Get 2nd Half Price

Equal or Less Value. With this coupon.
No limit on quantity.

Sales items excluded. Not valid
with other offers or prior purchases.

Expires 5/31/12

sale!
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Tucked away in the northeast corner of Harford
County, nestled up to the borders with Cecil
County and Pennsylvania, Darlington is familiar
to most of us for the annual Darlington Apple
Festival, when tens of thousands of visitors crowd
the streets of this historic district to enjoy the
harvest, live entertainment, handmade crafts and
all manner of food. Nearly everyone who lives in
and around Darlington participates in the apple
festival as a source of fundraising for many of the
local churches and non-profit organizations. The
community comes together each October for
the Apple Festival (October 6, this year).
It also comes together throughout the year in the
Wilson Ministry Center. The Center began as an
outreach ministry of Grace Memorial Episcopal
Church when the church had the opportunity to
purchase an adjacent property. The Episcopal
Church has a tradition of community outreach
and saw the need to provide services to seniors,
families, and children in the area. According to
Marthea Proudfoot, Executive Director of the
Center, “There are pockets of deep poverty in this
part of the County. It’s not all wealthy horse
farms. We have a number of single-parent families
that struggle to make ends meet and we have an
aging population that is often isolated.” A
community volunteer day (organized by Mary
Chance) completely renovated the abandoned
building on the property. Windows and roof were
replaced, siding was installed, floors were refinished,
walls were papered and painted and an addition
was made to the building. The doors opened in
October 1993, providing assistance for the
community’s basic needs, from food distribution,
monthly visits from the HealthLink Mobile Unit
and teen dances to monthly meetings for seniors,
AlAnonmeetings, Before and After School program,
library programs and classes in parenting,
financial planning, and foreign languages.
Nearly 20 years later, the Center has expanded its
programs, partnering with other agencies and
organizations. In addition to the food programs
that feed the community, annual art shows, music

lessons and concerts nurture its culture. A Summer
Fun camp program runs from 7:30 in the morning
until 5:30, providing low-cost childcare for parents
of school-age children. A new playground and
half basketball court enhance both the camp program
and the Before and After-School programs. “The
strength of the Center is that it
is truly in
and of the
community.
It serves
the whole
community,
not just
one
segment.”

Serving
the seniors
in the
community, the Getting There Ride Share
(GTRS) program provides transportation for
people over 60 for medical appointments, social
activities and shopping. Marthea told us, “The
GTRS program takes people to Havre de Grace,
Bel Air, Jarrettsville or over the Conowingo Dam
into Cecil County. It helps our seniors get out
and overcome some of the isolation many of
them feel.”

The challenge for the Wilson Ministry Center
is their need for volunteers. From helping drive
for the Getting There Ride Share, to office work,
coordination of scheduling, collection of food
distribution items, and maintenance, a few hours
a week can make a difference. Yes, cash and
in-kind donations are always welcome. Active
participation in the work of the Center is a way
to leap into the whole community in historic
Darlington.
Wilson Ministry Center
1024 Main Street, Darlington, MD 21034
410.836.3555
www.wilsonminstrycenter.org

48-54 EAST GORDON STREET | BEL AIR, MD 21014
410.893.0560 | 800.999.8609 410.838.3287 FAX

WWW.KELLYGROUPONLINE.COM

WILSON MINISTRY CENTER: A CENTER FOR THE WHOLE COMMUNITY

This article is proudly sponsored by:



calendar of EVENTS

may

1 War of 1812 Speaker and
Guided Exhibit Tour

Hays-Heighe House, HCC. 12:30-3pm.
Lecture, 12:30pm. Commemorate the War
of 1812 with a lecture featuring Ranger Paul
Plamann of Fort McHenry, performing
costumed interpretation as Dr. William
Beanes, the Maryland physician who was
on board ship when Francis Scott Key wrote
the poem that would become our national
anthem. Guided tour of the War of 1812
exhibit after the presentation. Exhibit
showcases local history as it relates to the
War of 1812, with new displays and updated
information added throughout the exhibit
run, on TUESDAYS through December
2012. FREE. 443.412.2495
apersson@harford.edu
www.haysheighehouse.blogspot.com

4 Lunchtime Concert in Bel Air
Main Street, Office Street by the
Courthouse. 12-1pm. Enjoy your lunch while
listening to local entertainment. Fridays in
May. FREE. www.downtownbelair.com

4 First Fridays in Bel Air
Downtown Bel Air. 5-8pm. Sponsored by
Advanced Eye Care, M&T Bank and the
Downtown Alliance. Food available from
Main Street Tower and WT Dogs. Live
music, Beer & wine garden. 443.823.1797

4 First Fridays!
Downtown HdG. 5-9pm. A fun-filled family
evening with bargains galore, restaurant
specials, music on the street corners,
face painting, and other attractions.
410.939.1811 • hdgmainstreet@verizon.net
www.mainstreethdg.org

4 Sharing Hope’s Spring Bingo
American Legion, 500 Hickory Ave., Bel
Air. Doors open 6pm. Bingo starts 7pm.
Make a difference in the life of a neighbor
in need! Proceeds benefit One Church One
Home. Hand-crafted baskets by the Harford
County Basket Guild, filled with GREAT
prizes! Delicious food available! Wear
something in the spirit of Cinco de Mayo
and win a door prize ticket! $12, $15.
Seating is limited, call ahead. Stephanie
Lewis 410.241.2470; Anne’ Marie
Vomero-Battis 410.688.3478
annemarie.sharinghope@yahoo.com
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and Doug Gussio, Points Crossing; Joe & Kathy
Goldsmith and John Courtney.
The list of local musicians who volunteer their
talents in support of the causes that support
the community is impressive. Their selfless
generosity is quite inspirational!

The Plug is written by Darin D'Onofrio. He has been
involved in the local music scene for over 20 years. As the
former owner of Otter Point Station he had live music 6 nights
a week and sat in with many of the acts on drums or guitar.
He is now selling real estate for Long and Foster and is still
performing occasionally as well as recording his originals.

the plug continued from page 6



Dolce

calendar of EVENTS

may (continued)

4 Bow Wow Boogie
Richlin Ballroom, 1700 Van Bibber Rd.,
Edgewood. 7:30-11:30pm. “Bull and Oyster
Roast” buffet, dessert bar, draft beer, wines
and soda, big 6 wheel, live and silent auctions,
raffles, dj and dancing. Show your love for
animals. Raffles include a sensational 8-day,
7-night Greek Island Getaway to the Island
of Rhodes! Tickets on sale now at the
Humane Society of Harford County, $100;
only 125 will be sold. Winning ticket drawn
at the Bow Wow Boogie (winner does not
need to be present). Proceeds benefit homeless
and neglected animals. $45/ or $400 table of
ten.Mary Leavens, 410.836.1090, x101
mleavens@harfordshelter.org

4-6 Elephant’s Graveyard by
George Brant

Joppa Hall Room 032, HCC. 5/4, 5/5, 8pm;
5/6, 3pm. Presented by HCC Actors Guild,
Elephant’s Graveyard is the true tale of the
tragic collision of a struggling circus and a
tiny town in Tennessee that resulted in the
only known lynching of an elephant. Set in
September 1916, the play combines historical
fact and legend. Presented through special
arrangement with Samuel French, Inc.
$5-10. 443.412.2211 • bfisler@harford.edu
www.harford.edu

4-6 31st Annual Decoy &
Wildlife Art Festival

Decoy Museum, HdG. Fri 6-9pm, Sat.
9-5pm, Sun. 10-4pm. 150 Decoy Carvers,
Artists, Commercial Outfitters, Guide
Services, Live & Silent Auctions and
Retriever Dog Demonstrations.
410.939.3739 • decoymuseum@yahoo.com
www.decoymuseum.com

5 Cinco de Mayo

5 Walk For Water 2012
Annie’s Playground, Ma and Pa Trail, 864
Smith Lm., Fallston. 8-10am. Prizes, music,
food, fun! Women and children often walk
nearly 4 miles a day to collect water for their
families. More than 6,000 children die each
day, mostly under the age of 5, from unsafe
water. Will you help make a change?
Participation is limited to 250 people! $18;
$10. 410.676.4319 • baltwov.treas@gmail.com
wovwalk.eventbrite.com

5 Opening Day
Steppingstone Museum, 461 Quaker
Bottom Rd., HdG. 1-4pm. Rural arts and
crafts. $3. 410.939.2299 • 888.419.1762
www.steppingstonemuseum.org
steppingstonemuseum@msn.com
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Keep it Local!
Dolce’s Desk

Changing Habits to
Change the Community
We’re all creatures of habit.
We tend to follow familiar
routines: shopping at the same
stores, traveling the same routes to work, visiting
the same places. From time to time, we think about
making changes, but the demands on our time and
resources keep us stuck.

For this Leap Year of 2012, let’s take a leap outside
those familiar routines and get into new habits of
giving. The many not-for-profit organizations in
Harford County all rely on contributions from the
community to carry out their missions to support
the community. They need the community to have
the habit of supporting them.

In order to make a difference, we don’t need to
refinance the house, or drastically alter our life style.
We simply need to create some new habits. Habits
like stretching our budget when we’re shopping
for ourselves by purchasing an extra pack of toilet
tissue or paper towels when they’re on sale. Stock
up at the dollar store on cleaning products. Purchase
a ten dollar gift card at Target or Home Depot or at
the grocery store. Think what a difference a stack
of $10 gift cards could make to one of the many
organizations!

Most of us can squeeze out an extra ten dollars a
week. That ten dollars equates to over five hundred
dollars in the course of a year. Multiplied by even
one-half of the households in Harford County, that
could mean MILLIONS to help fund the many
needs of the community. Even a once-a-month
contribution, over time, will establish the habit
of giving. Once that habit is established, when
we include giving to others in our weekly routines,
we can – together – make a huge difference in the
community, further enhancing the character and
culture of Harford County.

Let’s all make new habits of leaping into our
community, not just for Leap Year, but for
decades ahead.



Susquehannock Wildlife Society
Helps Evict Unwelcome Visitors
from Vernal Pool Party

by brian goodman

When the new owners of a northern Harford
County property moved into their home, they
quickly realized they had a problem with some
unwelcome guests. The interlopers were making
a ruckus in their backyard, lounging on the
patio, and even using their swimming pool at all
hours of the day and night.

Overwhelmed with the prospect of evicting the
trespassers on their own, the family contacted
the Susquehannock Wildlife Society, who
quickly descended upon the scene to take care
of business – one toad at a time.

In the six or so years that the backyard
in-ground swimming pool had gone unused,
the water stagnated, the concrete structure
filled with leaves and debris, and the conditions
ripened until they became irresistible to seemingly
every frog, toad and salamander living in that
section of the Deer Creek valley.

On a drizzling gray March morning, a trio of
volunteers from the Susquehannock Wildlife
Society visited the family to assess the situation
and help rescue the amphibians trapped within
the slick concrete walls of the backyard pool.
Through a variety of scooping, dredging, skim-
ming, plucking and picking, an assortment of

calendar of EVENTS

may (continued)

5 16th Annual Delta Cardiff
Heritage Festival

Peach Bottom Township Recreation Center
Grounds, Front & Pendyrus Sts, Delta, PA.
9am-4pm. Family-friendly activities promote
the local Welsh and Peach Bottom Slate
Industry history. Displays and demonstrations
of area history, including slate splitting,
crafts, food, entertainment, local history
& Welsh cottage tours.

5 War of 1812 Re-Enactment
Susquehanna Museum at the Lock House,
HdG. 10am-4pm. The British once again
storm Havre de Grace as they did on May
3, 1813! There will be drill formations,
men and women in period attire, troop
encampments, craft demonstrations on the
War and its effect on the town of Havre
de Grace. 410.939.5780 or 410.939.2100
lockhousemuseum@gmail.com
www.thelockhousemuseum.org

5 Free Comic Book Day
Washington Street Books, 131 N.
Washington St., HdG. / Just for Fun, 464
Franklin St., HdG. 11am-5pm. Get your
FREE comic book! 410.939.6215 or
443.502.2798 • Washbks@gmail.com
Justforfunmd@comcast.net
www.washingtonstreetbooksandmusic.com

5 Bark for Life - American Cancer
Society Fundraiser

Our Lady Of Hope Catholic School, 8001
North Boundary Road, Dundalk. 10am-3pm.
“Bark for Life” is a festival for dogs and their
owners to raise funds and awareness in the
fight against cancer. Dog lovers and their
canine companions will participate in a
fun-filled day of games, contests, and doggie
demonstrations.

5 Garden Festival at Ladew
Ladew Topiary Gardens, 3535 Jarrettsville
Pike, Monkton. 10 am-5 pm. This “not to
be missed” exclusive collection of dealers
will feature hard to find perennials and
annuals, unusual exotics and container
specialties plus decorative furniture, urns,
statuary and other architectural treasures.
The Priority Preview Sale from 8-10am
offers first chance shopping, continental
breakfast, lecture and an opportunity to
meet our distinguished speaker. $15.
www.LadewGardens.com
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green, pickerel and bullfrogs, American toads,
numerous tadpoles and dozens of spotted
salamanders were removed from the pool and
placed within designated buckets to later be
relocated in suitable habitat nearby.

The rescue effort was hampered by rain, but with
dozens of amphibians left within the pool, the
group worked to create a system of ramps, which
would allow the stranded animals to escape the
pool under their own power.

The goal of the Susquehannock Wildlife Society
remains to rescue wildlife whenever possible,
conserve the habitats needed to keep the wildlife
prosperous, and educate the public about wildlife
with the intent that a better understanding will
lead to a better coexistence.

If you have a wildlife emergency or are
interested in volunteering with the rescue/
rehab, conservation, or education efforts of the
Susquehannock Wildlife Society, please email
us at contact@suskywildlife.org, visit our
website at www.susquehannockwildlife.org
and Facebook page, or call our wildlife hotline
443-333-WILD.

The Dagger is the premier online source for
Harford County, Maryland news since 2007.
Its web site, www.daggerpress.com, breaks the
stories readers won’t find anywhere else and hosts a
lively community that drives the daily discussion of
news and events. We’ve partnered with Harford’s
Heart to bring its readers a small taste of the wide
variety of news you’ll find on our site. We hope
you’ll visit us at www.daggerpress.com and join
the discussion.

calendar of EVENTS
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may (continued)

5 16th Dublin Country Fair
Dublin Elementary School, 1527 Whiteford
Rd., 10am-3pm. Parade starts 10am with
antique cars, tractors, floats, fire and rescue
apparatus and marching units, followed by a
car show, and more family fun including craft
vendors, delicious food and numerous children’s
games. • www.dublincountryfair.org.

5 Bark & Wine
Fiore Winery, 3026 Whiteford Rd.,
Pylesville. Noon-4pm. Calling all dogs . . .
bring your owners too! Event includes wine
tastings, live music, food, games, puppy
prizes, and raffles. Please bring blankets and
chairs. Sponsored by: Best Friends Fur Ever.
Proceeds benefit F.A.R.M. – Fallston Animal
Rescue Movement. RSVP by May 4 as
seating is limited. $15. •410.671.7529

5 Swing Dance
BAHS, Bel Air. -pm. Free swing dance lesson
6-7pm by Dancing with Friends. Features
music by the BAHS Jazz Ensemble. Tickets
available at Music & Arts, Festival, Bel Air
or BAHS Band students. $20.
anthony.dimenico@hcps.org

5-6 Mr. Bass Tournament
HdG Marina, 6am-2pm. Mr. Bass
Tournament sponsored by the MD Bass
Federation Nation. 410.688.3805
fishen4bass@verizon.net

6 6 Bel Air Community Band
Spring Concert

Bel Air High School Auditorium, 100
Heighe Street, Bel Air. 3pm. Symphonic
band music, including marches, show tunes,
Broadway hits, and classical selections.
Sponsored by the Town of Bel Air. FREE
bacb@verizon.net • belaircommunityband.org

6 Guided Tours of Tudor Hall
17 Tudor Lane, Bel Air. 1 and 2pm. Visit the
historic home of the Maryland Booths. $3.
Reservations • SpiritsOfTudorHall@gmail.com

6 Lyric Opera Singers in Concert
United Methodist Church, 101 S. Union
Ave., HdG. 3-5pm. Fundraiser sponsored
by HdG Arts Commission includes lively
Opera and Operetta favorites and recognized
musical and vocal vignettes. Tickets
available at HdG Visitors Center and Bulle
Rock Residence Center and by mail to HdG
Arts Commission, P. O. Box 98, Havre de
Grace, MD 21078. $15.
www.hdgtourism.com
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~ EDMOND BURKE ~

CO-mmunity. The word resonates with meanings:
commingling, communication, cooperation, common
interests and goals, caring and sharing – all woven
through the fabric of local citizens and organizations,

whose contributions make the whole cloth stronger and more
vibrant. Philosophizing aside, what’s in it for me, and you? Why
should we get involved, donate, participate? I’ve read that there’s
no such thing as pure altruism, giving of oneself with no thought
of reward. Even Mother Teresa had a purpose for all her good
works: a holy one, her faith. Feeling good about doing good can
be a reward in itself. There are many ways to give back to our
Harford County community. All it takes is sharing our personal
resources of time, money, or skill. Winston Churchill has been
quoted, “We make a living by what we get, we make a life by
what we give.”

As a retiree busily pursuing many interests (like writing for
Harford’s Heart or honing my dance skills at Dancing With
Friends), I found a list of charitable funds administered by
the Community Foundation of Harford County (CFHC),
www.cfharfordcounty.org or 443.371.6062, where I could
donate monetarily to those causes that are special to me. CFHC’s
wide range of choices includes animal welfare groups, children
in need of assistance, the homeless, and many others, reflecting
the Foundation’s motto of “connecting people who care with causes
that matter.”

Or one can contribute more actively. In the past, I have
volunteered as a service dog puppy raiser, English as a Second
Language tutor, and therapy dog handler. The latter included
such activities as visiting nursing homes (such a joy to see faces
light up at the appearance of four-footed friends), working with
children with special needs (whose delight and pleasure was
always worth the trip), and Karma Dogs’ reading programs for
children in several local libraries (dogs don’t criticize like adults
sometimes do). I’ve known folks who knit blankets and caps for
newborns in the hospital, who tutor for literacy education programs
in libraries, who shop for individuals who are house-bound.

Seniors in the community often volunteer at hospitals and nursing
homes to provide much- appreciated kindness and attention to
those with few visitors. Busy working people support fund-raising
efforts of community groups, as do local businesses. Non-profit
organizations in this area offer myriad services, but they must rely
on citizens’ support to sustain their efforts. Our children and

LEAP into your COMMUNITY

Nobody

made a

bigger

mistake than

he who did

nothing

because he

could only

do a little.
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Why I give and how you can too by julie noble

No

act

of

kindness,

however

small,

is ever

wasted.

~ AESOP ~

young people get involved too, through church, school, scouting,
4-H, and the like. In other words, opportunities abound to lend a
helping hand.

Individuals in need of assistance may go to the Harford County
Department of Community Services at 319 S. Main St., Bel Air,
410.638.3389. Their “Resource Guide” lists hundreds of
assistance organizations, and they can always use volunteers.
From child care to food and financial resources; from immigrant,
military and veterans’ resources, to family planning and faith-based
resources, the Guide offers unlimited possibilities for helping out,
coordinated through Volunteer Harford, 410.638.4444.

In the past few years we’ve all seen or heard about folks who have
lost their jobs, then their belongings, then their homes. They
were always “they ” to us: the ones on the corner asking for
money or work or food, but that couldn’t happen to us. Sure, just
like they never thought it could happen to them – until it did.

It isn’t always financial hardship, either. Physical disabilities or
health issues may occur just as catastrophically as fiscal ones. We
may be a victim of abuse, suffer from an addiction, or have some
form of mental illness. Or we may unexpectedly be needed as a
caregiver, radically changing our lifestyle. Whatever the cause –
downsizing, accident, medical or personal crisis – it can happen
to any one of us. Just ask around. When it happens to someone
we know (say, a neighbor, friend, relative, or coworker) most of
us try to help out.

It doesn’t take much: $5 a month to the Autism Society or SARC;
a couple of non-perishable items at the grocery store to drop in
the box for the needy; an hour or two a week volunteering at the
Humane Society or a homeless shelter; recycling anything from
old eyeglasses to clothing and housewares for someone who can’t
afford them.

So here is the opportunity. Peruse this issue, learn about all the
good that’s being done by our local non-profit organizations, and
join in! Find the organizations that care about what you care
about and SHOW that you care! Contact information is in every
article. And check out the directory on page 44. These are only
a few of Harford County’s worthwhile organizations. Just as “it
takes a village to raise a child”, it takes a community to sustain
a community. Let’s co-operate and commit to lending a hand any
way we can!
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6 “Love: Lost and Found”
Deer Creek Chorale Spring Concert

North Harford Performing Arts Complex,
122 Pylesville Rd. Pylesville, 5pm. North
Harford A Capella Choir perform the
Fauré’s “Requiem” with a chamber orchestra
from Harford County under guest conductor
Dr. James Bingham. Love songs directed by
Martha Banghart, featuring the Countertops
Singers of Washington, D.C. Flower sale.
Concert: $5-15. 410.575.3221
www.deercreekchorale.org

7 AAUW’s Food Fight
HCC Student Center patio. 6:30pm
(raindate, 5/14) Similar to the Food Network’s
competition shows, AAUW’s Food Fight
challenges chefs from local restaurants
(Pairings, Bruce Bitner’s, Manor Tavern and
Laurrapin) to create a 3-course meal using
food provided. $35 for judges ($60 for two);
spectators: adults, $7; students, $4; families of
4+, $20. Proceeds benefit AAUW scholarship
fund. Aauw.foodfight@gmail.com

10 SMILE with Style
Rockfield Manor, 501 Churchville Rd., Bel
Air. 5-9pm. Walk the pink carpet for an
evening of pampering, shopping and food
for the body and soul! Faith Communities
and Civic Agencies United (FCCAU) and
Welcome One Emergency Shelter present
the ultimate “ladies night out” – an evening
of mixing, mingling and shopping, with food
from “Above & Beyond” catering, music by
Tim Hall. Benefits Welcome One
Emergency Shelter in Belcamp. Ciny Cole /
Susan Moscareillo. 410.272.2229
cindy@fccau.comcastbiz.com

10-12 3 Day Carnival
St. John Catholic Church, 13305 Long
Green Pike. 5/10-11, 5-10pm, 5/12,
Noon-10pm. Ride bracelets for designated
times. Silent Auction, 50-50 & electronics
raffles, food, flowers, games, Huge White
Elephant & more. Free Friday Fireworks!
410.592.6206 • www.sjehydes.org

11-13 Maryland Faerie Festival
Camp Ramblewood, 2564 Silver Road,
Darlington. 10am-6pm. The Maryland
Faerie Festival provides atmosphere and
entertainment inspired by Faerie folklore,
literature and, of course, by the Faeries
themselves. Enjoy pageantry, magic, music
and mischief as we celebrate the Year Of
The Goblin. www.marylandfaeriefestival.org
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12 Harford Choral Society Concert
St. Matthew’s Lutheran Church, 1200
Churchville Rd., Bel Air. 7:30pm. Directed
by T. Herbert Dimmock. Professional soloist
and orchestra perform Mozart’s Te Deum
and Missa Brevis in F. Arrive early to bid on
silent auction items. Adults, $20; Seniors,
$15; Students, $10; under 12 and HCC
students with ID, free. Tickets available at:
Preston’s Stationary, Bel Air and HdG
Visitor’s Center and at the door.
410.836.2773 • www.harfordchoralsociety.org

12 Ed Reed Tournament and
Rally for RAACE

Cedar Lane Regional Park, 11 Cedar Ln.,
Bel Air. 10am-4pm. Charity adult flag
football tournament, motorcycle ride and
family fun day! Benefits the Ed Reed
Foundation and RAACE. Register your
team or ride in the RAACE visit.
www.cedarlanesports.org
www.raace.org/rally-for-raace.html

12 Spring Celebration
Tydings Park, HdG. 2-8pm. Spring
Celebration sponsored by Greater Grace
Church of the Chesapeake. 1.443.854.2243

12-13 Medieval Days at
Steppingstone Museum

Steppingstone Museum, 461 Quaker Bottom
Rd., HdG. Noon-5pm. Weekend Medieval
encampment featuring heavy weapons fighting,
fencing, and archery demonstrations; period
crafts, music and dance; children’s games,
food, and tours. $5; 12 and under FREE.
410.939.2299 • 888.419.1762
www.steppingstonemuseum.org

12-13 Mother’s Day Weekend
at Ladew

Ladew Topiary Gardens, 3535 Jarrettsville
Pike, Monkton. 10:30am-5pm. Bring Mom
to Ladew Gardens during the peak of spring
flowers! $10, adults; $8, seniors; $2, ages
2-12 • www.LadewGardens.com

13 Happy Mother’s Day!

13 Medieval Mother’s Day Tea with
the Baroness

Steppingstone Museum, 461 Quaker Bottom
Rd., HdG. 11am. Formal tea with modern
and medieval treats, a medieval through
renaissance fashion show with historic
music, and admission to the Medieval Days
event. $25 • 410.939.2299
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What are your favorite mediums?
The medium I use depends on the piece I am
working on. I like to explore new skills and
mediums to help me convey what I want to
express most effectively. I love oil painting,
but avoid it when I am pregnant or nursing
because many pigments contain toxins. I got
into silkscreen printing as an easier way to get
patterns into the background of my paintings,
but I’ve grown to love it so much that I’ve started
printing cards and doing custom invitations. I also
love working 3-dimensionally, but having enough
studio space is my biggest challenge.

Where do you get your inspiration?
II get my inspiration from my friends and family,
my daily experiences, and little things like a piece
of light on the side of a building.

What are you working on now?
Right now I am 6 months pregnant, so I’m taking
a little hiatus from the studio. I’m working in more
soft materials – knitting, sewing and drawing.

Where can people view your work?
You can view my work on my website:
www.emilybicht.com.My cards can also be purchased
at Moore College of Art and Design and at The
Queens County Museum of Art in NY and on my
Etsy site www.etsy.com/shop/emilybicht.
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13 Mothers Day Music in the
Vineyard

Fiore Winery, 3026 Whiteford Rd.,
Pylesville. 1-4pm. Bring Mom to the
Vineyard for Music in the Vineyard. Bring
the family and a picnic lunch and enjoy a
day outside filled with beautiful scenery and
great wine. $5 includes wine glass and
tasting. • www.fiorewinery.com.

16 Nature’s Playgroup - Session 1
Anita Leight Estuary Center, 700 Otter
Point Road, Abingdon. 9:30-10:30am.
$30/child. Little ones and their parents play
and learn in the natural world. Stories,
songs, simple crafts and discovery outings
will highlight each day’s theme. Topics:
Spring, Trees, Eggs, Bees, Water,
Amphibians Ages: 6 months – 5.
410.612.1688 • www.otterpointcreek.org

17 Ellsworth Shank Lecture
City Hall, HdG. 7pm. “The British Attack
on Havre de Grace, May 3, 1813” presented
by Chris George and Jeff Korman, sponsored
by Susquehanna Lock House Museum.
410.939.5780 • lockhousemuseum@gmail.com
www.thelockhousemuseum.org

18 Lunchtime Concerts in Bel Air
Main Street, Office Street by the
Courthouse. 12-1pm. Enjoy your lunch
while listening to local entertainment.
FREE. www.downtownbelair.com

19 Susquehanna Symphony
Orchestra Concert

Bel Air HS auditorium. 7:30pm. Conductor
Sheldon Bair, Soprano Soloist Emma Zyriek
and the SSO perform The 1812 Overture
and The Grateful Dead. Music by Mozart,
Tchaikovsky and Lee Johnson’s Symphony
No. 6, “Dead Symphony”. Tickets available
at Harford Pharmacy, Music Land, Preston’s
Stationary, online or at the door.
www.ssorchestra.org

19 6th Annual Secret Garden Tour
of Havre de Grace

Private gardens, HdG. Noon-5pm. Annual
tour hosted by The Gardens de Grace Club,
HdG, to benefit the HdG Maritime
Museum. Local vendors, crafters, artists,
exhibitors and sponsors at the pavilion
of the Museum, 10am-6pm. Advanced
donation ticket and day of event ticket.
410.939.4800 • www.hdgmaritimemuseum.org

19 State Qualifying Tournament
6am- 2pm. Sponsored by Maryland Bass
Federation Nation. 410.688.3805
fishen4bass@verizon.net.

bicht interview continued from page 8
Iron

B
les

II
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19-20 19-20 Don Giovanni comes
to Church!

Perryville HS Auditorium. 5/19, 7pm; 5/20,
3pm. St. John’s Episcopal Church, HdG,
will host Vocal Productions, NYC, Valentin
Peytchinov, musical director, in a full
concert presentation of Mozart’s “Don
Giovanni”. Limited admission Meet the
Artists reception, 5/20, 7:30pm for $20 over
ticket cost. Admission: $25 in advance or
online; $45/couple in advance; $30 at door;
$15 students/seniors. Proceeds to benefit
historic St. John’s Episcopal Church.
410.939.2107 • stjohnshdg@verizon.net
www.stjohnshdg.org

20 Sunday Art Exhibits at the Gallery
at Liriodendron

Liriodendron, 502 W. Gordon Street, Bel
Air. 1-4pm. Various artists featured. Check
website for details. FREE.
www.liriodendron.com

24 Education Day at Ripken Stadium
Ripken Stadium, 873 Long Drive,
Aberdeen. 10am-2pm. Opportunity for
your school to enjoy the Ripken Baseball
Complex, with demonstrations from Port
Discovery, The National Aquarium,
Philadelphia Zoo, The Maryland Science
Center and many more. $12 for students
and chaperones; Teachers, free.
Elizabeth Strauch 410.297.9292, ext. 321
estrauch@ripkenbaseball.com or
Lauren Morris 410.297.9292, ext. 325
lmorris@ripkenbaseball.com
http://aberdeen.ironbirds.milb.com/index.jsp?sid=t488

28 Memorial Day

28 Bel Air Memorial Day Program
William A. Humbert Amphitheater, Bel
Air, 10:30am. The Bel Air Community
Band will be playing patriotic music for the
Bel Air Memorial Day. FREE.
bacb@verizon.net • belaircommunityband.org

31 Family Canoe Trips
Eden Mill Nature Center, 1617 Eden Mill
Road, Pylesville. 5:45-8:30pm. Join us for a
guided hike, but on the water in a canoe! This
program is designed to acquaint participants
with the natural surroundings of Deer Creek.
Exploration of the environment is enhanced
by the use of canoes to travel along the creek.
The emphasis during these relaxing excursions
is on environmental education and interpretation
provided by the naturalist who accompanies
the group. Must pre-register! Ages 6 - adult.
$5/member or $8/non-member per date.
www.edenmill.org

www.harfordsheart.com 43
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Beginning May 1, my paintings Iron Blues II,
Laundry Day #1 and Laundry Day #2 will be
on display at Fast Frame, 1431 Rockspring
Rd, Bel Air. 50% of the sale price of these
paintings will be donated to SARC, as my way
of leaping (back) into the Harford County
community. Sales will be on a first-come-first-
sold basis.

Laundry Day #1

Laundry Day #2
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Animals

Animal Rescue, Inc.
2 Heritage Farm Dr., New Freedom, PA
717.993.3232
www.animalrescueinc.org

Fallston Animal Rescue
2725 Fallston Road, Fallston
410.557.6161

Humane Society of Harford County
2208 Connelly Road, Fallston
410.836.1090
www.harfordshelter.org

Interstate Canine Swim Center
2738 Carsins Run Road, Aberdeen
410.734.0364
www.canineswim.com

Luna’s House
2801 Pulaski Highway, Edgewood
410.671.2954
www.lunashouse.org

Paws for Life of Harford County, Inc.
Bel Air

Community Building
& Community Service

Aberdeen Lions Club
1007 Beards Hill Road, Aberdeen
410.272.5000
www.aberdeenlionsclub.org

Bel Air Lions Club
Bel Air
www.belairlions.org

Bel Air Volunteer Fire Company
410.836.5646
www.bavfc.org

Community Foundation
of Harford County
124 North Main Street, Bel Air
443.371.6062
www.cfharfordcounty.org

Community Behavioral
Services, Inc.
109 W. Bel Air Avenue, Aberdeen
410.297.2271
www.communitybehavioralservices.com

Greater Bel Air
Community Foundation
Bel Air
www.gbacf.org

Harford Volunteer Fire Company
www.harfordfirecompany.com

Jarrettsville Volunteer Fire Company
3825 Federal Hill Road, Jarrettsville
www.jarrestsvillevfc.com

LASOS, Inc.
31 W. Courtland Street, Bel Air
410.836.0333
www.lasos.org

Mason-Dixon Community Services
708 Highland Road, Street
410.452.9025
www.mason-dixon.org

NAACP
Aberdeen
410.272.2131
www.naacp.org

The Rotary Club of Bel Air
www.belairrotaryclub.org

Wilson Ministry Center
1024 Main Street, Darlington
410.836.3555
www.wilsonministrycenter.org

Cultural Arts &
Historic Preservation

Aberdeen Room Archives
& Museum
18 North Howard Street, Aberdeen
410.273.6325
www.aberdeenroom.com

Arts By the Bay Gallery
500-B Warren Street, HdG
410.939.1811
www.artsbythebaygallery.com

Bel Air Community Chorus
baacsings.weebly.com

Center for the Arts
Tudor Hall, 17 Tudor Lane, Bel Air
410.838.2177
www.centerfortheartsharford.com

Concord Point Light
& Keeper’s House
Foot of Lafayette Street, HdG
410.393.3213
www.concordpointlighthouse.org

Deer Creek Chorale
www.deercreekchorale.org

Eden Mill Nature Center
1617 Eden Mill Road, Pylesville
410.836.3050
www.edenmill.org

Freedom Road Productions
www.freedomroadproductions.org

Support the Not-For-Profit Organizations that Support the Community
Not-for-profit organizations rely on the support of the community to fulfill their missions.
Supporting organizations that care about what you care about strengthens the community.
Whether your passion is for family and children’s issues, homelessness, education and special needs,
cultural arts, animals, or health care, there are organizations in Harford County that share your
passion. There are countless opportunities to give your support. Visit their websites, find how to
donate and see what’s on their wishlist; volunteer your services and attend their fundraising events.

Use this list, as well, to discover opportunities for enjoyment, enrichment and assistance available
from these organizations. Leap into the community of the services available to all of us in Harford
County. This list is only a sampling of the many not-for profit organizations that enrich the culture
of Harford County.



Gunpowder Pen Women
www.gunpowderpenwomen.wordpress.com

Harford Artists’ Association, Inc.
503 Churchville Road, Bel Air
410.420.9499
www.artinharford.org

Harford Ballet Company
701 Whitaker Mill Road, Joppa
410.877.0777
www.harfordballetcompany.org

Harford County Public Library
Foundation
1224 Brass Mill Road, Belcamp
410.273.5600 X2283
www.hcplonline.org

Harford Photographic Arts Society
410.569.1903
www.hpas.org

Harford Poetry & Literary Society
www.harfordpoetrysociety.org

Harford Writers’ Group
600 W. Bel Air Avenue, Aberdeen
410.272.3940

Havre de Grace Drama Guild
351 Lewis Lane, HdG
410.702.5914 / 410.939.6724
www.hdgdramatroop.com

Havre de Grace Decoy Museum
215 Giles Street, HdG
410.939.3739
www.decoymuseum.com

Havre de Grace Maritime Museum
100 Lafayette Street, HdG
410.939.4800
www.hdgmaritimemuseum.org

Historical Society
of Harford County
143 N. Main Street, Bel Air
410.838.7691
www.harfordhistory.net

Jerusalem Mill Village
2813 Jerusalem Road, Kingsville
410. 877.3560
www.jerusalemmill.org

The Liriodendron Foundation, Inc.
502 West Gordon Street, Bel Air
410.838.3942 / 410.879.4424
www.liriodendron.com

Maryland Conservatory of Music
701 Churchville Road, Bel Air
410.399.9900
www.musicismagic.com

Maryland School of Ballet
and Modern Dance
102 N. Main Street, Bel Air
410.638.5188
www.danceharfordcounty.com

Master Gardeners
of Harford County
2335 Rock Spring Road, Forest Hill
410.638.3255

Rockfield Manor
501 Churchville Road, Bel Air
410.638.4565
www.rockfieldmanor.com

Skipjack Martha Lewis
(Chesapeake Heritage
Conservancy)
121 N. Union Ave., HdG
410.939.4078
www.skipjackmarthalewis.org

Steppingstone Farm Museum
461 Quaker Bottom Road, HdG
410.939.2299
www.steppingstonemuseum.org

Susquehanna Museum
of HdG Lock House
817 Conesteo Street, HdG
410.939.5780
www.thelockhousemuseum.org

Susquehanna Symphony Orchestra
Abingdon
www.ssorchestra.org

Theatreworks . . . Live!
Bel Air
410.638.0806 / 410.879.9821
www.theatreworkslive.org

Upper Chesapeake Chorus
www.uccsai.org

Upper Falls Dance Academy
5821 Bradshaw Road, Upper Falls
410.592.3814
www.upperfallsdanceacademy.com

Education &
Special Needs

Alliance, Inc
4 North Ave # 306, Bel Air
410.420.7292

4510 Wharf Point Court, Belcamp
410.994.0600
www.allianceinc.org

The Arc Northern
Chesapeake Region
4513 Philadelphia Road, Aberdeen
410.836.7177
www.arcncr.org

Autism Society of Harford County
PO Box 545, Bel Air
410.322.7687

Al Cesky Scholarship Fund
www.alceskyscholarship.org

Camp I Can at Thomas Run
410.638.4899
www.harfordcountymd.gov

Chesapeake Therapeutic Riding
Abingdon
410.914.5183 / 410.914.5183
www.chesapeaketherapeuticriding.org

The Highlands School
2409 Creswell Road, Bel Air
410.836.1415
www.highlandsschool.net

Greater Excellence in
Education Foundation
P.O. Box 824
Edgewood, MD 21040
www.geefinc.com

Harford Friends School
708 Highland Road, Street
410.452.5507
www.harfordfriends.org

Normandy Farm
Therapeutic Riding
3153 Ady Road, Street
410.836.9441
www.normandyfarm.org

Family & Children

The Albert P. Close Foundation
c/o Weyrich, Cronin & Sorra
139 N. Main St., Bel Air
410.879.2237
www.closefoundation.org

Guide to Opportunities
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Family & Children (cont.)

Anna’s House
607 N Tollgate Road, Bel Air
410.803.2130
www.annas-house.org

Boys and Girls Clubs
of Harford County
100 E. Bel Air Avenue, Aberdeen
410.272.8233 / 410.272.5218
www.bgcharford.org

525 W. MacPhail Road, Bel Air
410.838.3354 / 410.803.1460

2002 Cedar Drive, Edgewood
410.676.1020 / 410.671.109

351 Lewis Lane, HdG
410.939.0822 / 410.939.7899

CASA (Court Appointed
Special Advocate)
101 S. Main Street, Bel Air
410.638.4938
www.casaofharford.org

Catholic Charities Early Head Start
34 N. Philadelphia Blvd., Aberdeen
410.273.5650

Cedar Lane Sports Foundation
1100 Cedar Lane, Bel Air
443.807.1767
www.cedarlanesports.org

Chesapeake Mommies
www.chesapeakemommies.com

Child Find – Harford
County Public Schools
Hickory Elementary School
2100 Conowingo Road, Bel Air
410.638.4386 / 410.638.4387

Extreme Family Outreach
1812 H Pulaski Highway, Edgewood
410.676.1212
www.extremefamilyoutreach.com

Family and Children’s Services
of Central Maryland
44 E. Gordon Street, Bel Air
410.838.9000
www.fcsmd.org

The Family Tree
50 E. Bel Air Avenue, Aberdeen
410.272.7425

Grief Share
410.877.1824
www.mountainchristian.org

Harford County Infants and
Toddlers Program
Harford County Health Department
John Archer School
100 Thomas Run Road, Bel Air
410.638.3823
www.family-networks.org

Home School Association
of Harford and Surrounding Areas
410.515.4227
www.hahasa.org

MOPS (Mothers of Preschoolers)
410.877.1824
Through Mountain Christian Church
Call for details.

Parent Aid Program
2 S. Bond Street
Bel Air, MD 21014
410.836.4987

Parents Anonymous
50 E. Bel Air Avenue, Aberdeen
410.727.7427
www.parentsanonymous.org

Parents Without Partners
Bel Air
410.557.7619
www.parentswithoutpartners.org

RAACE
217 E. Jarrettsville Road, Forest Hill
410.893.1001
www.raace.org

Salvation Army Summer Camp
300 Rear Seneca Avenue
P.O. Box 309
Havre de Grace, MD 21078
410.939.3535

School Outreach and
Advocacy Program (SOAP)
44 E. Gordon Street, Bel Air
410.838.9000

529 Edmond Strreet, Aberdeen

Sisters Striving for Success
593 Windsong Drive, Aberdeen
410.273.6367

Summer Meals for Kids Program
1321 B Woodbridge Station Way
Edgewood
410.612.9909

Tabitha’s House
112-D Connolly Road, Fallston
410.877.9730

Treatment Family Program
of Catholic Charities
(formerly FACETS)
Foster Care Program
1301 Continental Drive, Suite 101,
Abindgon
410.538.3388 / 410.676.1220
www.catholiccharities-md.org

Upper Bay Counseling
and Support Services, Inc.
626 Revolution St., HdG
410.939.8744 / 1.866.939.8744
www.UpperBay.org

YMCA
309 Thomas Run Road, Bel Air
410.836.5075

3102 Emmorton Road, Abingdon
410.679.9622
www.ymcamd.org

Housing & Hunger

Community Action Agency
1321 B Woodbridge Station Way,
Edgewood
410.612.9899

Faith Communities and Civic
Agencies United, Inc.
(FCCAU)

Habitat for Humanity Susquehanna
205 Hays Street, Bel Air
410.638.4434
www.harfordhabitat.org

Harford Family House
53 E. Bel Air Avenue, Aberdeen
410.273.6400
www.harfordfamilyhouse.org

Mason-Dixon Community Services
708 Highland Road, Street
410.452.9025
www.mason-dixon.org
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Meals on Wheels
45 N. Main Street, Bel Air
410.838.0013
www.mealsonwheelsmd.org

Rucha, Inc.
105 W. Bel Air Avenue, Aberdeen
410.272.9363
www.ruchainc.org

Salvation Army
300 Rear Seneca Avenue, HdG
410.939.3535

Sharing Hope Foundation
Whiteford
410.688.3478

Welcome One Emergency Shelter
1221-C Brass Mill Road, Belcamp
410.272.2229
www.fccau.org

Seniors

Aberdeen Senior Center
7 Franklin Street, Aberdeen
410.273.5666

Edgewood Senior Center
1000 Gateway Road, Edgewood
410.612.1622

Fallston (Veronica “Roni”
Chenowith) Activity Center
1707 Fallston Road, Fallston
410.638.3260

Forest Hill/Hickory Senior Center
2213 Commerce Drive, Forest Hill
410.638.3616

Harford County Office on Aging
145 N. Hickory Avenue, Bel Air
410.638.3025
www.harfordcountymd.gov/services/aging

Harford Transit Link
(Dept. of Community Services)
410.838.2562 / 410.612.1621 /
410.879.2000
TTD – 410.612.1643
www.harfordtransitlink.org

Highland Senior Center
708 Highland Road, Street
410.638.3605

Legal Aid Bureau
Sixty Plus Legal Program
5 N. Main Street, Suite 200, Bel Air
410.896.4213 ext 7760
www.mdlab.org

McFaul Activities Center
525 W. MacPhail Road, Bel Air
410.638.4040

Meals on Wheels
45 N. Main Street, Suite D, Bel Air
410.838.0013
www.mealsonwheelsmd.org

S.A.L.T. (Seniors and Law
Enforcement Together)
1000 Gateway Road, Edgewood
410.612.1622 / 410.612.1623 /
410.879.1538

Women’s Wellness
& Advocacy

Alpha’s Glory Crisis
Pregnancy Center
219 W. Bel Air Avenue, Aberdeen
410.272.4711
www.agcpc.prg

American Association
of University Women
410.836.4173

Bel Air Womens Club
410.836.2563

Birthright Pregnancy Aid Center
38 East Gordon Street, Bel Air
410.838.0443
www.birthrightofbelair.org

Chesapeake Birth Companions
443.254.3138
www.chesapeakebirthcompanions.com

Chesapeake Cancer Alliance
Bel Air
443.643.3460
www.chesapeakecanceralliance.org

Chesapeake Professional
Womens Network
410.297.9722
www.cpwnet.org

Fallston Womens Club
410.879.3470

Harford County Commission
for Women
319 S. Main Street, Bel Air
410.638.3389
www.harfordcountymd.gov

League of Women Voters
Bel Air
410.272.1815
www.harford.lwvmd.org

Mocha Moms, Inc.
443.345.4334
www.mochamoms.org

Mothers & More
410.420.9479 / 410.638.1071

Sexual Assault / Spouse Abuse
Resource Center (SARC)
P.O. Box 1207, Bel Air
410.836.8431
www.sarc-maryland.org

Sexual Trauma Treatment
103 Chesapeake Boulevard, Elkton
410.392.4485 / 410.272.6771

Sparrow House Maternity Home
Bel Air
410.399.2440
www.sparrow-house.com

Womencare Doula Service
410.838.6372

Women’s Wellness Program
Harford County Health Department
119 S. Hays Street, Bel Air
410.638.8470
www.harfordcountymd.gov/health

In addition to these organizations,
there are many more that contribute
significantly to the character and
culture of our community. Each
presents a unique opportunity to
give – and gain – support. If we have
omitted a group or program that has
made a difference to your life, please
let us know. Tell us how one of the
many not-for-profit organizations has
touched your life. We’ll be happy to
share your story, to let others know
about the breadth of opportunities to
Leap Into The Community.

Guide to Opportunities
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2012 Tollgate Rd., Suite 212
Bel Air, MD 21015
(410)569-6700

Treating infants, children, teens
and adults with special needs.
www.growingsmiles.com

LIVING WITH AUTISM – A COMMUNITY APART
Within every community, there are smaller
communities – people drawn together by common
interests, common ambitions or common concerns.
The Autism Society of Harford County (ASHC)
was initially established in 1999 by parents of
children with the single diagnosis of autism,
defined as a range of developmental behaviors
that affect the child’s ability to communicate
and interact with others.
According to the CDC, one
in 88 children in the country
are being diagnosed with
autism. Each child has a
unique place on the autism
spectrum, with individual
concerns and challenges.
For the parents, the biggest
challenge is the isolation
that their family experiences.
Autism still carries a social
stigma, largely due to a lack of understanding.
As Jessica Eckley, Vice President of the Autism
Society of Harford County explained, “when
you’re shopping in Target, and your son is making
noises or flapping his hands or some other repetitive
behavior, people don’t understand . . . the most
important thing is for these children to feel
accepted. As parents, we want our children to be
involved in the community and we find that we
are unable to do the ordinary things that families
do. It’s difficult to go to a movie, or out to dinner.”
ASHC is the resource for a family in Harford
County that currently lacks services. In supporting
a family dealing with autism, ASHC can assist
in the difficult process of working through the
diagnostic fog, and help connect the family to
services as well as help troubleshoot concerns
as they arise. It provides a social hub for these
families who sometimes only get out with other
families at Autism Society events.
ASHC is looking to promote greater advocacy in
Harford County to increase the support for children
with autism in our schools, and to work with local
organizations to increase the access and availability
of critical services that are so greatly needed.
Teenagers, particularly, need community support
as they transition from high school into college or
the workplace, where currently doors are so often
closed. Each child and adult in Harford County’s

autism society deserves a place in our community,
to enjoy all that Harford County has to offer,
and to be valued for what he or she can give
back. With more support from everyone in the
community, so much can be possible.
The Autism Society meets on the third Monday
of each month, at the McFaul Activity Center
in Bel Air, with child care provided by the

Boys and Girls Club.
The re-organized Board,
headed by Angel
Buhrman-DeLucca, has
coordinated with local
restaurants, such as
Denny’s in Edgewood,
Bill Bateman’s in Havre
de Grace and Chick Fil A
in Abingdon, for reserved
evenings, with special
menu items, to give

children an opportunity to interact and socialize
in a relatively safe and non-judgmental setting.
In common with other not-for-profit organizations,
ASHC greatly needs donations to help fulfill
their mission of promoting opportunities to
enhance the lives of individuals within the
autism spectrum and their families. As much as
donations, though, ASHC needs the community
to change our minds: to remember that each of
us has special needs, that in one way or another
each of us has a unique disability that limits our
options. For a child within the autism spectrum,
the options are severely limited. For that child’s
family, struggling with the isolation that those
limitations impose, the greatest gift (in addition
to cash donations or an in-kind partnership) is
the respect and acceptance that every individual
and family deserves. The awareness that you may
already know a family affected by autism, and the
acceptance of everyone’s differences is another
way to build and support the community.
Contact Angel Buhrman-DeLucca,
angelmd1973@yahoo.com, or Jessica Eckley,
jessicaeckley@gmail.com, for how you can
support ASHC in their mission to support the
autism community.

Autism Society of Harford County
PO Box 545, Bel Air, MD 21014 • 410.322.7687

Doctors look at me and say I’m autistic,
but my mommy holds me and says

I am perfect
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For families of children with dyslexia, attention
deficit hyperactivity disorder (ADHD),
or language-based learning differences,
the school years can be challenging.
These children might find learning
difficult in a traditional school setting,
so parents trying to identify the best
school environment for their child
are faced with important educational
decisions. Parents naturally want to
find the best educational situation in
order to help their children transform
a learning difference into an academic,
social, or vocational strength.

For over 15 years, The Highlands
School has instilled hope and
confidence in bright students who
struggle to learn by fostering a positive
and nurturing environment. The
Highlands School, a community
resource in Bel Air, teaches students
strategies and approaches to learning
that help them realize their strengths
and achieve academic success. These life-changing
skills make it possible for students to smoothly
transition to their chosen traditional classrooms,
and empower them to become the innovators and
leaders of tomorrow.

According to US Government statistics, one in
seven children experience some form of learning
difference. Children who learn differently need to
be taught differently, with a variety of techniques

flexibly tailored for the individual. The
Highlands School has helped over 700 students
(kindergarten – 8th grades) to gain the skills and
confidence to become life-long learners. The
community as a whole is enriched by their
achievements.

Contact Information:
2409 Creswell Road, Bel Air, MD 21015
410.836.1415 • www.highlandsschool.net

How The Highlands School Helped Me
A current student’s perspective:

I started the Highlands School when I was in sixth grade. I
had a lot of anxiety and it was making it very hard for me to
learn the way I needed to learn. I also have dyslexia and that
made reading a challenge for me. I did not like learning when
I started because it all just felt too hard. The Highlands School
teachers have been so patient with me. They take the extra
time to explain to me things I did not understand and taught
me that just because I have these learning differences does not
mean I am limited to what I learn. They gave me new ways
to learn and it started getting easier. I still have a hard time
sometimes but I don’t feel as bad anymore because they teach
me that we all make mistakes and we all learn from them.
I like going to school now. I have been getting A’s in a lot of
my classes and I feel confident. I have made a lot of friends
here at the Highlands School. I am nervous but also excited to
make new friends and take what I have learned here with me.

137 E. Broadway • Bel Air MD 21014
P: 410.803.8595, ext 222 • F: 410.803.8598

This article is proudly sponsored by:

Ways to Give:
•Annual Giving & Scholarship Support

•Highlands Walk Stepping Stone Campaign
•Attend a Special Event
- Dinner Dance, April 21, 2012
- Car Show & Auto Flea Market;
May 12, 2012

- Family Basket Bingo; September 21, 2012
- Annual Golf Tournament; October 8, 2012

• In-Kind Donations
- School Supplies
- Office Supplies
- New or gently used books for the library
- Monetary or Gift Card donations
- Auction Items for Special Events

•Volunteer Opportunities
- Special Events
- Weekly clubs/electives with students

The coverage you need . . . the service you deserve
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It is impossible to solve a problem if you don’t
know it exists. The RAACE Foundation, a Forest
Hill, Maryland based 501(c)3 charity, works primarily
to communicate the fact that child sexual
abuse exists at epidemic levels within
our society.

Experts agree that if children are
comfortable talking openly with
their parents, they are more
outwardly confident and less
likely to become victims of sexual
abuse. Additionally, they are more
likely to disclose at the first sign of an
abusive situation. The RAACE
Foundation has three goals.

1. Uncover the hidden epidemic of
child sexual abuse: 1 in 3 girls and
1 in 7 boys will be sexually abused
by the age of 18.

2. Educate parents about the nature
of the problem: in over 90% of the
cases the abuser is someone the
child knows and trusts.

3. Motivate everyone to learn
more to prevent this from
happening. Education and
awareness are the preventa-
tive factors needed to protect
all our families.

Unfortunately, most people just don’t know the
nature of the problem. An estimated 39 million
Americans have suffered sexual abuse as children
and it can happen without anyone (other than the
victim and the abuser) knowing about it. 9 out of
10 victims never disclose their experience and
many do not recognize their victimization as abuse.
This is truly what most people don’t understand
and has caused such a caustic reaction to the
situations at Penn State and Syracuse Universities.

You care enough to keep it from happening. It is
“Time to Talk” with The RAACE Foundation! Our
Time to Talk Guide to Protecting Your Child From
Sexual Abuse can help you address it. Be inspired
to read our Time to Talk Guide to learn more at:
www.raace.org/read-the-parents-guide.html
We understand that many of you clearly value our
awareness and prevention program. You care about
ending the abuse and helping the cause of The
RAACE Foundation. Become a “Time Keeper”!
Being a “Time Keeper” for The RAACE Foundation

means you are “Active in Prevention” with the
commitment to give your time to help keep this
silent epidemic from affecting our families. The

first step is to visit our web site at
www.raacetimetotalk.org and

register as a “Time Keeper”.
In order to make a difference
and to accomplish our goals,
The RAACE Foundation must
be in the public eye. Together
we can open the door to

communication. The only way to
protect children from the horrors of

sexual abuse is awareness.
Our TeamRAACE program engages
athletes, teams, race drivers, businesses,
professionals, etc. to create awareness
simply by showing their support.
Please consider joining TeamRAACE
at: www.raace.org/join-teamraace.html
and help us find opportunities to create
awareness and distribute our “Time to
Talk” Guide as Jarvis Appliance,
Korey Homes and many others have.

Call us at 1.800.755.Kids.
Until every child is safe from
abuse, our RAACE has no
finish line. We want to talk to
you about getting involved!

Here is what you can do:

1. Read The Parents Guide

2. Become a Time Keeper

3. Join TeamRAACE

4. Participate in our Ed Reed Flag Football
Classic & RALLY for RAACE on Saturday,
May 12th, 2012 @ Cedar Lane Park. This
Charity Flag Football Tournament, Motorcycle
Ride and Family Fun Day is Harford County’s
newest established tradition! All are welcome
for a day of football, food, bikes & family fun!
To be a vendor, sponsor, to register your team
or ride in the RALLY visit
www.raace.org/rally-for-raace.html
to learn more.

The RAACE Foundation
217 E. Jarrettsville Rd., Suite One

Forest Hill, MD 21050
www.raace.org • info@raace.org

1.800.755.kids

This article is proudly sponsored by:
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Race Against Abuse of Children Everywhere
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3802 Norrisville Rd, Jarrettsville, MD 21084
410-557-7378

sales@jarvisinc.com
www.jarvisappliance.com



Christianity teaches that our faith is
based as much on our actions outside
the church as our attendance inside
the church. Christianity is a practical
religion, with its followers enjoined to serve others: “Whatever you do unto one of the least,
you do unto Me.” (Matthew 25:40) There are over 350 Christian churches and ministries in
Harford County, all working to demonstrate the love of Jesus by serving others. Outreach
ministries, programs to help the homeless and hopeless, pledges for support of shelters and
food kitchens – all manifest compassion and bear witness. Sometimes, though, it can seem
that the efforts are divided and fragmented.

Higher Together seeks unity at the highest common
denominator: a passion for Jesus and compassion for
souls. Believing that, by uniting together, Christians
can be a catalyst for change and a visible sign that
Jesus’ compassionate heart is alive in His Body in
Harford County, Higher Together is providing a
central location for communication between not
only the churches, but also the community they serve.

Lift Up Jesus – Higher Together is not a formal
organization or a coalition of churches, as these
tend to be exclusive. It is all-inclusive and doesn’t
champion a specific church or ministry, but aims to
lift up the Shepherd of all. By providing communication
for Christian activities around Harford County, it
seeks to reduce the duplication of effort in the work
of the many churches. By working together, more
people may know God’s love.

Something as simple as a website can unite the
community. By providing a central location for
information about outreach programs, prayer
ministries, community resources and faith-based
businesses and organizations, Higher Together
can link those efforts of compassionate service,
making faith contagious and pointing others
to Jesus.

To support Higher
Together in uniting
Christian work in
Harford County:

Share your information
by emailing:
HigherTogether@comcast.net

Purchase a low-cost
advertisement on the
website to publicize your
organization, your events
and your-faith-based business

Visit the website often to see
all the information available:
www.highertogether.org

Check out ABOUT US on
the website to discover the
implications of this ministry

LIKE Higher Together
on Facebook to stay
in the information loop
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families and an opportunity for campers to
gain skills, make new friends, and have great
outdoor adventures. For some campers, it
can also be a respite from a difficult family
situation or troubled social setting. Each summer,
the Salvation Army in Harford County
sends at-risk kids to Camp Tomahawk in
Hedgesville, West Virginia. Based on their
interest level, campers attend week-long
camps for Music, Adventure and Scouting,
or Cross Training and Guarding. While there,

all have the opportunity
to gain skills in swimming,
boating and fishing, and to
experience a sophisticated
ropes course. Within
the 180 acre camp, all
participate in group
decision-making
with trained
counselors who
understand the
emotional needs of
the campers and provide
encouragement to
make their camping
experience one of
personal and spiritual
growth.

Last year, thanks to the generosity of the
community, the Salvation Army of Harford
County was able to send 107 children (ages
6 to 18) to Camp Tomahawk for a fantastic
adventure in a healthy environment. The
campers are selected on recommendations
from Social Services, school counselors and
others. Some are already members of the
Salvation Army youth programs, such as the
Sunbeams/Girl Guards and the Adventure
Corps, although other children from the
community are also welcomed. The Music
Ministry has a strong tradition in the
Salvation Army, offering courses in theory
and instrumental music. Students who want
to further their musical talents have the
opportunity to attend Junior Music Conservatory
(a 1 week camp) or the Senior Music
Conservatory, a more intense 3-weekcamp.

This year, the Salvation Army
has even more kids to send to Camp
Tomahawk. And they need your help.
Sponsors are needed for each of the children.
The cost of sending one child to camp is
$250 for one week. In addition, businesses,
churches or other organizations are asked to
collect necessities for the campers. Some
businesses ask employees to each provide
necessities like toothbrushes, tooth paste,
soap, sunscreen, shampoo, and bug spray. A
small contribution can make a big difference
to a child who might not otherwise have the
opportunity to experience the freedom and
adventure of summer camp.

For more ways you can help send
at-risk kids to summer camp, visit
www.salvationarmyharford.org
or call 410.939.3535.

What you may not know about the Salvation
Army of Harford County
The Salvation Army was founded in 1865 in the East
End of London by William Booth to help the poor.
By 1880, members of the Salvation Army had taken
its ministry to the United States. Within a few years,
in 1886, the Salvation Army had established a
presence in Havre de Grace, where it continues to
fulfill the mission of “meeting human needs . . .
without discrimination”.

Located at 300 Rear Seneca Avenue, in Havre de
Grace, Pastors Captain Tom and Captain Tracey
Guilliams oversee the mission, providing counseling
services, food, utility assistance, emergency shelter
and rent assistance. In addition to youth programs
and summer camps, the Salvation Army’s ministry

includes bible study, fellowship groups
and worship service.

Salvation Army Summer Camp
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At Harford Friends School, our students are
consensus-builders. In our school, every voice matters
and every perspective has value in our efforts to build,
grow, and sustain a model academic institution. It’s
a model, as well, for how wider communities might
work to solve their most difficult problems. In our
school, no problem is too big and no act of kindness
too small.

Within the school, student committees meet weekly
with the intent of making the school community a
more fulfilling environment. Elementary school
students decorate the cubbies of their 8th grade buddies to surprise them when they return
from an overnight trip to Washington or Williamsburg. The middle school Sustainability
Committee reinforces their science curriculum by developing a process for composting school
lunchroom waste. The Gardening Committee works with local Senior Center members to
build a raised flowerbed. Third and fourth grade students fold one thousand origami cranes,
inspired by the story Sadako and the Thousand Paper Cranes.

Service to community is a natural outgrowth of the curriculum. Students study ecological
systems and learn of the precious balance that must be maintained within and between these
systems and begin to monitor local waterways for indicators of balance or imbalance in the
ecosystems. Students visit the Veterans Hospital in Perry Point to sing Christmas carols and
spread good cheer to the patients there. Students work with teachers and parents to support
the work of Mason-Dixon Community Services by sorting and providing foodstuffs, adopting
families in need, and working through advisory and social studies to understand the causes
and effects of poverty.

The local efforts take on a global view as well. For the past four years,
students at Harford Friends have served as global “micro” lenders to
support the entrepreneurial and life-changing efforts of third-world
citizens. Through the website Kiva.org, students invest up to $25 in
twelve different projects each year, investments that have been repaid, often
in ten and twenty-five cent increments, providing funding for further
investment in the global community.

Through the discipline of open-mindedness, listening, negotiation, and
prioritizing, students at Harford Friends School become the citizens who
will make our community and our world a much more thoughtful, caring,
and better place over the next several decades. At Harford Friends
School, students learn through academic excellence, live as independent

thinkers, and lead as creative problem-solvers. They are building community and changing
the world, each person, together.

To learn more about Harford Friends School, its community involvement or to support
the work of our teachers and students, please visit our website: www.HarfordFriends.org

Harford Friends School . . .

A Community
Within the

Community
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“Education
is the kindling
of a flame,
not the filling
of a vessel.”
~ Socrates ~

The Board of Trustees
Harford Friends School



County Fairs have been a tradition for generations
of agricultural communities. They’re an integral
part of our heritage, connecting us to the farms
and farmers that were the basis for our economy
and culture. The Pennsylvania State Association
of County Fairs was formed in 1912, to promote
such fairs and to showcase agriculture, horticulture
and tourism. Exhibitors at fairs compete for prize
money, ribbons and bragging rights. Visitors
enjoy the competition, the entertainment, the
food and the amusements. The Mason Dixon
Fair is a part of the PA State Association, and
the theme for this year’s Fair, consistent with
other county fairs throughout Pennsylvania, is
“A Century of Celebrating Fairs and Agriculture”.

This year’s Mason Dixon Fair will be held on
July 9-14, at the fairgrounds, 6988 Delta Road
in Delta PA (Route 165, at the Maryland/
Pennsylvania line). The Fair evolved from an
annual fireman’s carnival, sponsored by the
Delta-Cardiff Volunteer Fire Company, to
become a six-day celebration that includes
agricultural exhibits and competitions,
carnival rides, games, live entertainment and
(as president Jeff Griffith explained), “plenty
of food for everyone”. In addition to the

very reasonable admission costs, operation
of the Fair is funded by local individuals

and businesses, including corporate
sponsors and reimbursements

for some costs by the
PA Department of
Agriculture. Proceeds
from the Fair are all
donated to the
Delta-Cardiff
Volunteer

Fire Company to support the Fire Company
and to improve and maintain the fairgrounds,
which are owned by the Fire Company. Within
the past few years, the Fair (a registered 501(c)(3)
corporation) has funded the acquisition of an
additional 90 acres to expand the fairgrounds,
which are used year-round for events like
tractor-pulls, dirt drag races, Tuff Truck
competitions and dirt bike races.

Judging of sheep, goats and beef cattle from
local farmers and 4-H members begins at 10am
on Monday, July 9. Every afternoon there
are shows and competitions, and at 5pm the
Midway opens. The bright lights, carnival
rides and games provide the background for djs
and Karaoke competitions and, on Friday and
Saturday nights, performances by Hung Jury
and Whiskey River.

The Fair is a family event, with the emphasis
on providing entertainment and education
for everyone. Board member Sharon Kahl
noted “People have become detached from the
agricultural background of the community. The
Fair is a great way for them to reconnect with
the farms and the farmers, to relearn where our
food comes from and the role of agriculture in
the community.” The Fair wraps up on Saturday
with the annual Fireman’s Parade, with marching
bands, community floats and equestrian entries.
It’s followed by a spectacular fireworks display,
and more entertainment from Whiskey River.

The complete listing of events, as well as
application forms for the competitions
and parade, are available at

www.masondixonfair.com
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Mason Dixon Fair
A Community Tradition
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Sharing Hope provides a voice
for our neighbors experiencing
hunger and homelessness in our
community. We
partner with
other local
organizations to
meet the many
needs of our
at-risk and most
vulnerable
neighbors and
make a real
difference, helping
them transition
from homeless
and hopeless to
self-sufficient and
hopeful! We give a
hand UP, not a hand out.

Sharing Hope is a network of
support. Whether the need is for
food, shelter, or clothing, the
volunteers at Sharing Hope rely on community
resources to provide assistance. Founder Anne’
Marie Vomero-Battis has an uncanny ability to
‘think outside the box’ to find a solution, working
closely with Harford Family House, community
shelters and other groups to meet immediate as
well as long-term needs. Her determination that
“we’re all in this together” is infectious. Her belief
that “every little bit helps”, and her persistence
in finding ways to bring help and hope to the
community are an inspiration.

Through key partnerships, Mrs. Vomero-Battis
has recently helped to create a unique transitional
housing program, One Church One Home. As
the Program Director, Vomero-Battis partners
churches, businesses and individuals/families to
sponsor a homeless person or family for a year,
a year in which the family can regain financial
independence, spiritual support and rebuild their
lives. The program helps to expand the work
already done by the local shelters. They are
already working on acquiring a third house!
Unlike a “band-aid approach” (by simply providing
the logistics of getting a homeless person under
roof) One Church One Home can make a real
and lasting life change with its holistic approach
that brings community resources together.

Other ways that Sharing Hope serves
the community include monthly

workshops and training
for life skills;
coordination of

volunteers
with many
organiza-
tions,
helping
to network
donations,

staff several
food pantries,
food give-
aways, cook
for folks in
need, and
help with

special events of other
outreach organizations.
A 7-week study program

of the inspirational book “7
Pathways to Hope” by local author Adele Gill

reinforces the message that there is always hope,
in even the most hopeless-seeming situation.
Events sponsored by Sharing Hope include
Home Sweet Nowhere, an annual “box city”
event where volunteers spend 24 hours in the
cold (in February) to raise awareness and funds
for the homeless in our community; a “Bottoms
Up” Diaper Drive in May for donations of diapers
and wipes for the littlest ones in need; Spring and
Fall Bingo fundraisers, and the annual Harford
Fall Festival, held this year on October 20. The
Festival is an old-fashioned budget-friendly
country fair, providing a day of family fun while
raising awareness of the needs of the community.

For more information, please contact Founder &
Executive Director, Anne’ Marie Vomero-Battis
at 410.688.3478 or
annemarie.sharinghope@yahoo.com.
For information about the Harford Fall Festival,
visit www.HarfordFallFestival.org

Sharing Hope Foundation
PO Box 64

Whiteford, MD 21160

Sharing Hope Foundation:

A Leap of Faith
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Notre Dame’s HEAT Center 
Programs:
B.A.—Business

B.S.—Nursing

Ask about our fast-track and 
online options.

We understand the busy professional and personal lives our 
adult students lead. That’s why we offer undergraduate and 
graduate programs at the Higher Education and Conference 
Center (HEAT) Center in Aberdeen, close to where you live 
and work. 

Applications are reviewed throughout the year. Learn more 
at ndm.edu/HEAT.

HIGHER EDUCATION AND  
CONFERENCE CENTER
1201 Technology Drive
Aberdeen, Maryland 21001
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Tell them you

saw ithere!
If you saw
it here in
Harford’s

Heart Magazine,
be sure to let them know!

It is because of our loyal advertisers
that we are able to provide this
fantastic FREE magazine to you

Harford County! Let them know their
advertising works! Support those
that support Harford County!
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When we ask kids what they want to be when
they grow up, their answer is usually based on the
super heroes they’ve seen on TV, celebrities or
the people they know. Our career paths and
personal goals are shaped, initially, by our families
and further defined by our experiences in school.
We grow into the aspirations that our families
and, later, our teachers instill in us. Homes in
which learning and further education are valued
produce students who go on to complete secondary
education, and to achieve personal and
professional goals.

Children in families without a tradition of college
education are limited in what they think of as
their options. According to Deb Merlock,
Founder and President of the Greater Excellence
in Education Foundation (GEEF), encouraging
and supporting students in pursuing educational
and career goals involves supporting and encouraging
their parents as well. “When parents come to our
workshops, they’re excited to learn about the
opportunities available to them and their children.
Helping the parents through the college application
process and the maze of financial aid is another
part of what we do to set the student on a strong
direction for academic success.”

Believing that a strong community depends on
a stable workforce of well-educated citizens,
Merlock has worked with business leaders and
community organizations to create a Foundation
that accomplishes more with less money than
most other not-for-profit organizations. “We’re
very fortunate to have many dedicated Board
members who recognize the impact that what
we’re doing, to foster leadership skills and a
climate of excellence, can have on the economic
strength of the community. Our volunteers
organize and implement our programs.”

GEEF’s Tools For Schools program provides
school supplies for students in need. “Over

one-third of the students in Harford County
schools receive free and reduced fee meals. That’s
the federal definition of poverty. If a family can’t
afford lunch for their kids, they also need help
buying notebooks and pencils. It means that a
computer for that kid is out of the question!” As
the Tools for Schools program continues to grow,
GEEF is looking for space to adequately house
this program needed for students and parents

Beyond meeting the basic need for supplies,
GEEF provides leadership programs to empower
students with critical skills in communication,
decision-making, self esteem, and positive
risk-taking. Beginning in middle school, students
are encouraged to develop personal plans to
achieve post-secondary dreams. High school
students have the opportunity to further hone
their leadership skills while pursuing those plans
through the College Pathways Program. Merlock
emphasizes that “we’re not in competition with
the school system. We complement it. No one
element can do it all – we need to build bridges
between families, schools and businesses in order
to strengthen the community.”

You can help GEEF in strengthening
the community by:
� Donating to the “Tools for Schools” supply

drive, either with supplies or with gift cards
from Target, Staples or Office Depot, mailed
to GEEF (P.O. Box 824, Edgewood, MD 21040)
or via the Harford County Board of Education
(102 S. Hickory Avenue, Bel Air 21014)

� Donating to the College Pathways
Scholarship Fund

� Sponsoring a student to attend
the Youth Leadership Academy

� Visit the website: www.geefinc.com
to learn more about the Foundation

GREATER EXCELLENCE IN EDUCATION FOUNDATION
Leaping into the school community
Proudly Sponsored by Partners and Supporters of GEEF



The Arc Northern Chesapeake
Region has been providing
support to people with intellectual
and developmental disabilities
in Harford, Cecil and Kent
Counties for 59 years. The Arc
NCR works closely with the
business community to
provide employment
opportunities to the
individuals we
support.

In 2005, The Arc
NCR established a
business partnership
with Acadia
Windows and
Doors. This
partnership has
employed over nine
(9) Arc workers to date
with great success. Today,
five of those workers are making
a difference on the manufacturing
floor by performing repetitive tasks, resulting in
production line improvements. As a result of
employing people with developmental disabilities,
Acadia has a safer work environment and was
awarded the Safety and Health Achievement
Recognition Award in 2007 from O.S.H.A. Neill
Christopher, VP of Manufacturing said “Hiring
these folks is a business decision that we continue
to make because it continues to benefit our company’s
bottom line. This is a great pool of workers.”

One of the individuals receiving Arc Services,
Jessica Markle works on the manufacturing
production line at Acadia Windows and Doors
installing wool pile used as weather stripping in

every window. She received on the job
training and support from an Arc job

coach, as well as Arc transportation
to the work site each day. Jessica
works independently in a
warehouse with 63 other
co-workers on the
manufacturing floor. She is
able to accomplish her job
independently even though
she is legally blind and
developmentally disabled.
She has successfully worked
at Acadia for the past six

years and is a very important
member of the Acadia team.

The Arc Northern Chesapeake
Region and Acadia Windows and

Doors are helping people with intellectual
and developmental disabilities achieve their

goals and dreams. The Arc NCR continues to
support Jessica and 170 other people working
in the business community every day, making
a difference and being productive.

Jessica’s success story and many others are made
possible because of business partnerships and
donations from the community. Your donation
makes it possible for a person with intellectual
and developmental disabilities achieve their
goals and dreams.

To become a business partner, donate, volunteer
and/or become a member of The Arc Northern
Chesapeake Region, call 1.888.836.7177 or
visit our website: www.arcncr.org

This article is proudly sponsored by:

Jody Youll 410.877.1962
www.coffeenewsharford.com

MHIC# 121069 – 866-712-4911
www.elegantrestoration.com

Diamond Point
Contractors

MHIC# 79663 410.284.8668
www.diamondpointcontractors.com

Helping those with disabilities
LEAP
INTO THE
COMMUNITY
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As the County seat, Bel Air is home
to hundreds of lawyers, specializing
in all branches of the law:
property, estates and trusts,
land development,
corporate and business,
criminal, tax, labor and
domestic. Within the
legal community of
Harford County, as in any
jurisdiction, some members are held in particularly
high esteem by their peers and colleagues. These
attorneys set a standard for their understanding
and application of the law and for their personal
engagement with their clients and their community.

Eamonn Gordon was respected throughout the
Harford County legal community for just those
standards. His ethics and his respect for both the
letter and the spirit of the law endeared him to
both colleagues and clients.

After graduation with an honors degree in law
from Queens University in his native Belfast,
Ireland, Mr. Gordon relocated to America where
he earned a juris doctor degree from University of
Maryland Law School in 1986. Working briefly
for the Legal Aid Society in Baltimore, he
became an associate at Lentz, Hooper, Jacobs
and Blevins in Bel Air before establishing his
own practice in Bel Air in 1994. Specializing
in domestic law, Mr. Gordon’s practice was
characterized by his ‘common sense’ approach
to disputes, and his ability to put clients at ease,
discover the sources of conflict and provide
resolution, in most cases without resorting to
litigation. Many of his cases were taken pro bono,
out of his belief that all are entitled to protection
under the law, regardless of financial abilities.

In addition to his practice, Mr. Gordon was an
adjunct professor at Harford Community
College, instructing students in the para legal
program on the philosophy of law as well as its
practice. In presenting details of procedures, he
often included humorous and memorable anecdotes
to illustrate the principles to his students.

Within months of Mr. Gordon’s death in 2007 at
the early age of 54, his colleagues established the
Eamonn J. Gordon Scholarship Fund at Harford
Community College, for paralegal students, to
honor his memory and his commitment to the
legal profession. Each year, the Fund has provided
a scholarship for a student in the paralegal certificate
program, a 2-year course at HCC. The Fund is

overseen by a Board of Directors who
share Mr. Gordon’s respect and
affection for the law. It is
administered through the

Community College, where
a classroom has been
dedicated in Eamonn
Gordon’s name.

The demand for paralegal
support continues to grow. The

commitment to provide training that includes
the passion for fairness and the ‘common sense’
approach can continue to be honored by support
of the Eamonn J. Gordon Scholarship Fund.
If you are among the many whose lives were
touched by Eamonn Gordon, or if you share the
belief that the practice of law should encompass
its spirit as much as its letter, donations to the
Eamonn J. Gordon Scholarship Fund can honor
his contribution to our community. The Fund
hosts an annual golf tournament, in conjunction
with the Bel Air Rotary, at Winters Run Golf
Course. This year’s tournament will be held on
June 4, with registration at 7am. For information
about supporting the scholarship fund or
registering for this year’s tournament, contact
Mike Leaf at 410.838.2333.

The Eamonn J. Gordon Scholarship Fund
has also partnered with the Bel Air Rotary to
co-sponsor Oktoberfest at the Bel Air Armory.

Eamonn J. Gordon Scholarship Fund
Board of Directors

Joseph F. Snee, Jr., President

Michael E. Leaf, Vice President

Sharon D. Pupa, Secretary

Leonard Baroch

Kristen Baroch

Dennis Cox

Frank J. Hajek

Richard G. Herbig

Paul W. Ishak

Charles E. Kearney, Jr.

Dave Stover

E A M O N N J . G O R D O N S C H O L A R S H I P F U N D
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What inspires you about your community? Is it
the cultural resources . . . educational institutions
. . . social services programs . . . neighbors helping
neighbors?

At the Community Foundation of Harford
County, we too are inspired by all of these things,
and more. Most impressive is the support and
good will – the philanthropy – of people like you
all across the County. Your personal commitment
and investment in our community makes Harford
County a great place to work, play and live.

The Community Foundation of Harford County
is one of fourteen community foundations in
Maryland, and more than 700 in the United
States, providing easy, meaningful and personal
ways of giving back to the community.

We connect caring people with causes that mat-
ter. We combine and carefully administer finan-
cial contributions of all sizes into permanent and
substantial funds. These funds then provide grants
and scholarship to serve the people of Harford
County.

Our donors are a diverse mix of people in our
community, including individuals, families, businesses
and non-profits, that share a passion for making
real and lasting change right in their back yard.
As your community foundation, we help you
build endowment funds to support causes and
programs that you recognize as important to your
life and the future of our county. Funds donated
and administered to the Community Foundation
of Harford County stay in Harford County, to
support the community here, close to home.

By donating to the Community Foundation of
Harford County, you join a passionate, caring
group of philanthropists who want great things
for Harford County. If you don’t define yourself as
a philanthropist based on your financial situation
. . . think again. Small gifts can make an impact too.

Whether you have $10,000 to start an endowment
fund or $100 for a community need, you can
make a difference. The easiest and most flexible
way to accomplish this is by establishing a
donor-advised fund or endowment fund at the
Community Foundation. Through endowment
funds, your gift can be held in perpetuity with the
investment proceeds distributed to organizations
of your choosing . . . literally forever.

Another way you can have a long-term
philanthropic impact is by helping advance the
work of the Community Foundation. By making
an operating gift to CFHC, you make it possible
for us to maintain the momentum that last year
provided $69,000 in grants and scholarships to 23
nonprofit organizations. This year, your gift can
have even more impact. For 2012, the Dresher
Foundation will match all new gifts to support
CFHC operations dollar for dollar, up to $10,000.
Your gift will go twice as far!

Created by and for the people of Harford County,
the foundation offers a time-honored way for
anyone to build a legacy of giving. Join us today
and help make Harford County a place where
donors of all means and walks of life build a
tradition of philanthropy, for good, forever.

Find out more: www.cfharfordcounty.org

This article is proudly sponsored by:
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Local Philanthropy at its Best
by tamara zavislan, executive director, the community foundation of harford county
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Home certification of septic systems
upon buying or selling your property:

Restrictions Apply Certified For Inspection, Bonded, Licensed, Insured

Harford County ONLY
Call Rick @ 410-746-1228

$200.00

Pumping up to a 1,000 gallon home
septic tank: $99.00

Replacement of septic systems: Please call
for a quote

Monthly or yearly holding tank
contracts available for home owners
at reasonable rates:

Please call
for a quote

Harford County ONLY
Call Rick @ 410-746-1228



Domestic violence is closer than you think
In 2011, SARC helped more than
2,300 victims of domestic and sexual
violence in Harford County.
That number represents 1 in
every 100 residents. Each of
us knows someone who is in
need of help. Domestic and
sexual violence does not
discriminate. It is an epidemic
affecting individuals in our
community and in every community,
regardless of age, economic status, race,
religion, nationality, gender or educational
background.

At SARC, we are determined to meet the needs
of each and every victim in Harford County. Our
primary service includes a safe shelter for victims
who are seeking relief from abuse. 38% of domestic
violence victims become homeless after separating
from their abuser and our biggest challenge is to
eliminate homelessness for our survivors. In 2011,
SARC provided 6,983 abuse-free bed nights (almost
double that of the previous year). After an average
stay of 30 nights in safe shelter, 59% of the families
exited into safe, permanent or transitional housing.

In addition to safe housing, our mission to end
the cycle of abuse, heal the victim and help them
achieve safety and financial security includes
these critical services:

Legal Services: representation and advocacy in
protective orders, divorce, custody, child support
and immigration

Clinical Services: 24-hour crisis helpline support,
initial and much-needed ongoing counseling
services (individual and group), crisis intervention
and hospital companions

Outreach Services: educational training seminars,
workshops and presentations to the Harford
County community and a myriad of volunteerism
opportunities.

How can you support SARC
in supporting these victims
of abuse?
• A $50 donation provides
a hospital companion for a
victim of domestic violence.

• $100 provides a Court
accompaniment for a protective

order for a stalking victim.
• $250 provides six hours of therapy

• $1,500 gives complete therapy to a
sexually abused child

• $500 provides case management and 7
nights of safe shelter for an abused family.

Help fill our pantry with items on our wishlist.
Although we are unable to accept donations of
used toys or clothing, the pantry wishlist on our
website lists items we need and can use.

Attend and support SARC
fundraising events:
• Harford’s Most Beautiful Baby Contest

(May 12, 2012)
• Hot Air Balloon Glow Gala

(September 21, 2012)
• Hot Air Balloon Family Fun Day

(September 22, 2012)
• Hope in Handbags Purse Auction

(September 20-22, 2012)
• Bull & Oyster Roast (annually in March)
• Walk A Mile in Her Shoes

(annually in April)

SARC depends on your donations to serve
victims of abuse in Harford County. Please visit
our website at www.sarc-maryland.org for more
information on our events, services, volunteer
opportunities and to make a donation.

This article is proudly sponsored by:
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“I can’t say where I’d be
without SARC’s help

(probably dead). Thank
you SARC for helping

me save my life.”
(former

client)



410-399-0099Over 25 Years Experience

FREE estimates

licensed and insured • mhic# 74273 • www.kapinosbuilders.com

Home Additions • Entire Home Renovations

Kitchens & Baths • Sunrooms • Garages 

Club Rooms, Basements & Game Rooms

Decks & Porches • Outdoor Living Spaces

Siding, Windows, Doors, Roofing & more!

We also offer: Design Assistance
Blueprints & Financing
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Anna’s House, a program of Catholic Charities, provides a stable environment for homeless women
and their children to have a fresh start toward a new life. Program participants receive nonjudgmental
support and case management that encourages
them to take charge of their lives and move toward
self-sufficiency.

Anna’s House has eight families in their transitional
housing program, and nine families in graduate housing
throughout the community. Some have experienced
domestic violence, loss of employment or a financial
challenge. For others, chronic addiction has derailed
their lives. Although there are obstacles and barriers
to a better life, each woman works closely with staff
to address the problem, find and sustain employment,
and secure permanent housing. Commitment to an
individualized case plan and a focus on educational
and job training classes are crucial steps towards
independence.

Women who have successfully rebuilt their lives with
the assistance of Anna’s House, who remember the
challenges of having had no daycare, of there being
no jobs for women with dependent children, and
of limited opportunities for counseling, return to
Anna’s House to help other women who find
themselves in similar circumstances. Their generosity
in giving back is inspirational and reinforces the
commitment of Anna’s House to improving the
lives of women and children in our community.

Our program has the good fortune to have many
volunteers who are very generous with their time
and talents. One of our most significant volunteer
programs is “Anna’s Guys” – a male mentoring
program that provides positive male role models for
children living at Anna’s House. Their focus is to
expand the experiences of these children to include
athletics, field trips and individual bonds with others.
The men typically spend a few hours each month
with the children. This is a small commitment that
yields a large personal return.

Another volunteer program that has had considerable
impact on our adult program participants is our
mentoring program, where we match a dedicated
volunteer with one of our clients. Some of our
greatest successes have resulted from the added
support offered through these relationships. The
mentor’s role often evolves from that of volunteer
to friend. Mentors encourage participants to take
some of the first steps toward self-sufficiency by
assisting with job searches, involving them in the
community, inviting them into their family, or
simply being a sounding board.

How you can help:
In addition to cash donations to cover expenses,
and donations of supplies, volunteering your
time can help make a difference.

Our website, www.annas-house.org, lists
volunteer opportunities that include our
mentoring programs, special projects,
celebrations, transportation, and tutoring.

Anna’s House
607 N Tollgate Rd., Bel Air, MD 21014
Torri Dietrich, Director
410.688.1633 • TDietrich@cc-md.org
Cindy Hanley,
Volunteer
Development
Coordinator
410.803.2130
chanley@cc-md.org

Anna’s House: Providing Hope & Improving Lives

Legg Mason Hosts a Night at the Ball Game for Anna’s House
(l-r) Mark Wadia, Legg Mason dragon boat paddler, Anna’s
Guys volunteer Mike Peters, Legg Mason dragon boat paddler
Jamin Brown & Shelley Bliss, captain of the Legg Mason dragon
boat team, with children from Anna’s House.

Success is the sum
of small efforts,
repeated day in
and day out.

~ Anonymous ~
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INTERVIEW WITH
A BOARD MEMBER

Harford Family House
provides emergency
and transitional housing

for homeless families with children in Harford
County, working with government agencies and
the community to not only meet the immediate
needs for shelter, but to keep the family intact.
Once stabilized in one of the 27 apartments or
houses maintained by HFH, the family sets individual
goals and has access to life skills training such as
money management, job readiness, parenting,
conflict resolution and health. Case management is
provided, as well as referrals to partnering agencies
for assistance with medical and mental health
needs and whatever the clients need to become
independent. Families are aided in reintegration
into the community by very personal connections
with a dedicated team of volunteers, which may
include members of the Board of HFH.
We asked one of the newer members of the Board,
Carrie Shapiro of Innovative Insurance Solutions,
about her involvement with Harford Family House.
At Innovative Insurance Solutions, we assist a
number of charitable organizations in the community.
The mission of Harford Family House is consistent
with our corporate core values of advocacy and
providing individualized solutions for clients.
There are no cookie-cutter solutions that can meet
everyone’s needs. At Harford Family House, they
know that each family has its own challenges. By
connecting each family with the resources it needs,
HFH has a high rate of success with families who
become self sufficient and productive. It’s a proven
testimony to the endless possibilities when the
community can come together.

WHAT DO YOU SEE AS THE GREATEST
STRENGTH OF HARFORD FAMILY HOUSE?

(Executive
Director) Joyce
Duffy’s energy
and passion is
infectious. The
comprehensive-
ness of the
program, and the details of what the organization
has accomplished is amazing. Their partnerships
with other agencies are a model of community
outreach, bringing together resources from all
parts of the community. As a Board member or a
volunteer, you can become personally involved
with the families; you get to know their story, visit
with the children; you have the opportunity to
help them regain their self respect and become self
sufficient. Homelessness can happen to anyone.
Government handouts are a disincentive.
Engagement with the community is a solution
that works for everyone.

HOW CAN OTHER MEMBERS OF
THE COMMUNITY PARTICIPATE?
There are so many ways that people can help.
We have a capital campaign to repair and renovate
the Delle Grove apartment building, with a goal
of $1.5 million. We’re almost there and even
the smallest donations can make a difference!
Harford Family House maintains a supply
closet of household items that can’t be bought
with food stamps; visit the website
www.harfordfamilyhouse.org for the wish list
of supplies. We always need help with setting
up apartments for our families, with furnishings
they take with them when they move to permanent
housing. Attending our events is another way that
people can help support Harford Family House.
Upcoming events include Celebree presents
Harford’s Most Beautiful Baby Contest
www.harfordbaby.org; Harford Mutual Home
Runs for the Homeless, at Ripken Stadium; and
the Hope in Handbags Purse Auction at the Bel
Air Armory. Harford Family House also partners
with Sharing Hope Foundation in hosting the
Harford Fall Fest.
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The 2012 season at the Saturday Bel Air Farmers’
Market opened on April 14, with beautiful balmy
weather and a great turn-out of people eager to
renew their acquaintance with familiar vendors.
Some of those farmers have been with the Market
for decades, with locally grown seasonal vegetables
and fruits, meats, eggs, dairy products, baked goods
and plants. The Saturday Market is a producer-
only market: everything for sale has been grown or
made by the vendor. Shopping at the Market is a
weekly ritual for many families. Some arrive when
the Market opens, at 7am, to make their purchases
before continuing with the rest of their weekend
errands; others arrive mid-morning to socialize
with friends and neighbors while visiting the
various vendors.

This year, several new vendors join the Saturday
Market. Kilby Cream has milk, butter and ice
cream from their herd in Rising Sun. Farm fresh
milk, from local cows! Quarts and half gallons are
available in whole milk, 2%, and skim, as well as
chocolate and strawberry. Kilby’s also produces ice
cream (in pints and cups) with a variety of flavors,
including seasonal treats and sugar-free options.

Sweet As You also joins the Market, with festive
cupcakes, cookies and bite size cake pops. Each
week, they’ll have 4 or 5 different flavors, from
their pantry of 30. Cupcakes and cookies from
Sweet As You are also available in quantity
for parties.

The Saturday Bel Air Market will continue
through October, at the Mary Risteau parking
lot, 2 S. Bond Street in Bel Air. For a complete
list of vendors, as well as updates on events at
the Market, visit www.belairfarmersmarket.com

The Havre de Grace Farmers’ Market opens this
month, also on Saturday mornings, from 9-Noon,
on Pennington Ave between Union Avenue and
Washington Street. The HdG Market continues
to expand, adding new vendors each year, with
unique items like goat cheese and goat milk soap
from Stratford Farm; yarn, clothing, socks and
other items made from Alpaca raised at Wild Rose
Suri Ranch; and ice cream from Keyes Creamery.
Local residents and visitors are “discovering” (and
re-discovering) the HdG Market as a welcome
attraction and a great way to keep it local.

Another way to keep it local and enjoy local
produce is the Aberdeen Farmers Market,
opening this month at Festival Park 60 N. Parke
Street in Aberdeen, from 3-7pm on Friday
evenings. Organic beef, heirloom vegetables,
herbs, honey and baked goods are available, all
from local farms and vendors.

The addition of the Aberdeen Market gives us
all more opportunities to reconnect with the
agricultural heritage of Harford County, as well
as with the farms and farmers who continue to
maintain that tradition.

What’s New at the Farmers’ Market
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Our beef is
available year
round at

Wilson’s Farm
Market, Rte 1
north of Hickory,
& at our farm in
Bel Air. Call
for directions
to our farm.
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by debbie limpert,
certified personal trainer

The Ma and Pa Heritage
Trail offers a chance to get
your heart rate up with a
brisk jog, or to slow down
after a busy day with an
easy, meandering walk
through beautiful scenery.
The MA & PA Railroad
was an important part of
life in Harford County,
connecting local farms to
markets in Baltimore and
York. Today, the trail is
home to walkers, runners
and bikers as well many a
4-legged friend. It’s a great
place to spend a cool
spring day or a warm
summer night with a great addition to
your fitness routine.

The Trail is accessible from several locations in
the towns of Bel Air, Benson and Forest Hill. To
some Harford residents, however, the Trail access
locations still prove to be a bit of a mystery.

The largest portion of the trail, 1.9 miles in
length, is found in Bel Air with starting points at
Heavenly Waters Park (703 N. Tollgate Road)
and Williams Street (turn onto Ellendale from
924 North). This wooded, moderately sloped
section offers a side trail to the Liriodendron,
overlook views of the Equestrian Center as
well as a lighted tunnel under Route 24. The
Heavenly Waters Park site also has a fenced
dog park just beyond the trail, with separate
areas for both small and large breed dogs.

The scenic Edgely Grove section connects
near the Heavenly Waters entrance. At 1.4
miles, it has an 880 foot boardwalk, a 90 foot
crossing over Winter’s Run, 2 scenic overlooks
and a historic Hickory Butternut tree. The trail
ambles behind the Harford Equestrian Center
and ends at Annie’s Playground.

The unconnected section of the trail in Forest
Hill runs parallel to Bynum Run from Blake’s
Venture Park off of Melrose Lane to Friends Park.
The length of this section is 1.7 miles long and
includes a deck overlooking an active marsh,
well-tended gardens and a tunnel that runs
beneath Route 23.

Currently, there is a 3 mile gap between the
Bel Air and Forest Hill sections of the trail. The
hope is that these 2 sections will be connected
creating an 8 mile long passage. To find out more

about the trail connection efforts that are
underway, visit www.mapatrail.org/index.html

Debbie Limpert is a certified personal trainer at
Forest Hill Health & Fitness, 410.893.4153,
www.foresthillhealthfitness.com

Staying Fit
Happy Trails . . . Take a Walk Through Your Community
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Donna
Varady,
owner of
LaChic
Salon in
Bel Air,
became
involved

with the “Look Good, Feel Better”
program at Upper Chesapeake
Health and other area hospitals
out of her compassion for clients
who were undergoing treatment
for cancer. Knowing how deeply a
woman’s sense of self is dependent
on her appearance, Donna trained in beauty
techniques to help mask the effect of cancer
treatments, using cosmetics and skin care
products. She became an expert in helping women
disguise hair loss with wigs, scarves and other
accessories and volunteered at hospitals to
help hundreds of cancer patients cope with the
physical effects of cancer treatments. Helping
women retain their sense of self and sense of
humor, and being involved with their struggles
to survive, strengthened her determination
that she had found a true purpose for her life,
transcending the day-to-day work of owning
and operating a salon.

Ironically, in 2010, Donna discovered that she
had breast cancer. Within months, she was
diagnosed with a rare form of endometrial cancer
that necessitated a second major surgery, followed
by chemotherapy and radiation. “I’d seen other
women go through this and I knew that I could
too. I’ve seen such amazing heroism that I just
knew I had to get up every day and go through it.”

What most people would see as a life-changing
experience become another opportunity for
Donna to help change the lives of others,

and continue to provide support for women
undergoing cancer treatments. “I’ve never felt
sorry for myself because I feel that I’ve been
surrounded by angels . . . Before I had cancer,
myself, I had lost my best friend to colon cancer.
I was committed to continuing her battle, through
helping other women.”

In addition to her continued participation in the
“Look Good, Feel Better”
program, Donna supports
the Chesapeake
Cancer Alliance
(CCA) in raising
funds for Upper
Chesapeake’s

Cancer

LifeNet, to
support programs
for prevention,
education and
counseling for
cancer patients.
“We’ve held bake
sales, filled gift
baskets, sold
cancer awareness
bracelets. We have cancer
tribute notecards for sale, to remind people that
life goes on . . . It’s important that the money
CCA raises goes to help people, not just to fund
research . . . There’s been a lot of progress in
earlier detection of cancer, and treatments are
much better now. But what really makes a
difference is someone’s attitude . . . It’s not what
happens in your life that matters, it’s how you
deal with it.”

Donna’s serenity and optimism are an inspiration.
She’s turned her life-changing experience into
changing the lives of others.

To contribute to CCA’s support of Upper
Chesapeake’s Cancer LifeNet programs,
visit www.chesapeakecanceralliance.org

This article is proudly sponsored by:
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FROM LIFE-CHANGING EXPERIENCE

to Changing Lives
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Behavioral Psychology has three convenient
locations in Baltimore & Columbia, Maryland!

Now Scheduling
Appointments

Behavioral therapy services for children ages 2-17 years old

Referrals and Appointments:
To make a referral or to schedule an appointment with
Behavioral Psychology, please call: (443) 923-7508

Referral Specialists are available: Monday-Friday, 8:30am – 4:30pm
Evening appointments available

Problems Served:
• Aggression/Bullying
• Family Conflict
• Noncompliance/
Rule Violation
• School/Academic Problems
• Self-Esteem Issues
• Sleep/Bedtime Problems
• Social Concerns
• Tantrums/Acting Out
• Toileting Problems
• Food Refusal/Selectivity

Diagnoses Served:
• Autism Spectrum Disorders
• ADHD
• Adjustment Disorders
• Anxiety Disorders
• Depressive Disorder
• Intellectual Disability
• Oppositional
Defiant Disorder
• Pediatric Feeding Disorders

BALTIMORE
1750 E. Fairmount
Avenue, 4th Floor

Baltimore, MD 21231

HARBOR EAST
720 Aliceanna Street,

2nd Floor
Baltimore, MD 21202

COLUMBIA
9810 Patuxent Woods

Drive, Suite C
Columbia, MD 21046






